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CHAPRTER I.
1¥ THE LANE-

= v TME DODY
2 T wwa In ‘the alternoon, Johnny
R - Lyons, foreman of the T-I'nm-
4.-\ :ble:T, loped through the litile
VTt Mcxic:m ceetlement of Los

=3 Rnnclws de” Marfil and turned easiward
“into - the  three-mile lane which led
.. “through the alfalfa-ficlds to Las Uvas,
= . the-county-séat.

“ A7 little “later ‘the Mlexicans heard a
“shot-from that direction. Shertly after-
ward, Dan Hurley came out of the lane
and® p;ss-cd through Los Ranchos on the
_way to his home in Marfijl

-~ Abont ‘three o'clock a hali-dozen of
“ the Mexican boys saddled up and started
to Las Uvas to play pefote. On the way
: 77 they met Johnny's horse, and at ‘the
~= crosslng of the lane and the old river-
. =bed -they found Johnny, quite dead—
ot from behind,

- ' ‘Within an hour after the alarm was
rgiven half the populace of las Uvas
- were at the scene of the murnder. A
~ coroner's jury -was impaneled, and on
- examination {t- was found that no one

_had- entered -the lane that afterncon ex-
--cept Haorley and the dead man,

Hurley was sent for and qusstioned.
He said-he had met Lyons just west of
o, - the-river-bed ; had spoken to him, lLut
" had not stopped; had heard the shot,
"+ but thought nothing of it. In his gun,
=.a-45, wvas found an empty shell, nppar-

7 be had- fired M. a _hawk, \I'l].ll'.'.h ‘he had
= missed, ;. .

= Upon the suggﬂmn of " Searchlight "

s ilsatl, exstwhile deputy sheriff and a

' -, thorough srarch ns

et L Y

Tently freshly fired. This, Hurley said

made, and the fatal bullet was found=

It was a .45. S - @y
Hurley stoatly protested his entirein: .- - - == 5 1 BN
nocence. Bot things -lcoked black for - - -+ =~th
him, and the jury promptly found that == ~—~-th
Lyons came to death at his hands. - He | g < -
was put in durance and -his request {or i, ——
Lail denied. R “me-Tean
That m'ghL, Clart Harst came in from- b gr
op the rver. He 2aid that Johnny had - o - - M
left the Broad Cafon Camp afier break- " i Bt
fast, intendifig to go to the Diunmand A - = F
round-up at Danten to help Tem Hall e = " th
throw back.  He was onarmed. and took 5 ey R |
only ene harsz, expecting to ride somne F e T
of Tom's mounts. Hurst said - that“h= s e thy
could nut imagine what bad made bim - o -0 - L, of
come o0 Las Uwas instead. : "y in
Dan Horley was feared and disliked in - i ~wi
las Uvas. Perhaps he was the most - °— .su
unpopular man in the widmity. [ am-- - -=_- ~~xn
aware that this & high praise, but ke ~ = SN M= < 8l
deserved it, being a straight, square mam. — 2, TR B L b |
He had made himeelf particularly ob- g = Lt

noxious to legal and palitical arcles by
resisting evorbitant and unequal taxartion,
by merciles and coavincing expesnre of .
graft, and in fighting agairst the per<. .- -
secution, through compliisant courts, of "= ==
Imr:l and personal cnemies of “the == -
nng He was ooe of the first rebely - Xk o
against the tyranny and oppression’ of .~ - o
the - New Mexican office-holdersy, who =~ "2
held unquestioned-sway for thirty wears. ™. & =
His bitter. sarcasms dad cut deeply, and . s
his enemies, eager for revenge, mow had. = ©
their coveted epportunity, b
Scarchlight pointed cut tha{ Lyons - =
had been_a persistent_wooer of - Miss -
Elsie. Brandon,- now mg:ged,.m mary o
~-Hutley. Jealousy was a sufficient and™ -
pmhahle motive [or lhr.' murd:r, nru'.l
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i prisoncr. vntm-ss, d:f:ndf.ng Iawyer 2 A
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made, and t]u: fatal - Lullet- was. {unnd._

It was a .45,

[

2 ‘]c-hnuy nocence. But things-locked block :for.

* T-Tum-  him, and the Jury promptly found that

the little . Lyons came to death at his hands. . Fe |
of Los was put in durance and -his request fm"

. castward  bail denied.

hich led That night, Clark Hurst came in Irl:rm
as Uvas, up the niver. He aid that Johnoy had ~

left the Broad Cafion Camp after break- '

i heard a  fast, intendifig to go 1o the Diunond A ==

rily after-  round-up ot Danton te help Tom Hall
{ the lane throw back. HMe was unarmed, and took: -
o3 on the only one horse, expecting to ridc some .

of “Tom's mounts. Hurst said  that “ha
dozen of could not imagine what had made him -
nd starterd  come 1o Las Uwvas instead.

n the way DVan Hurley was feared and dislikcd In > .- :

4 at ‘the Las Uwvas. Perhaps he was the most-.
old river- uppopular man in the viciaity, 1 am
¢ «dead— aoware that this 5 high proise; bul he

deserved it, being a straight, square-man. -

darm was He had made himself particularly ob-,
l.na Uvas noxious to legal and politiecal circles by

irder. A resisting exorbitant and uncqual taxation,-

,-and on Dby merciless and convincing exposare of -
it no one graft, and in fighting ‘agafnst the pers-.
rmoon ex- .secution, through complalsant courls, of
politirnl and personal encmies of * the
pestioned.  ring.”" e was one of the first nbr.]s
it west of agalnst. the tyranny and opprcssion of -
him, but  the- New Mexican- office-holders, who
the shat, held unquestioned-sway for thirty. years..
. his gun, His bitter. garcasms bad cut deeply, and-.
Il, appar-. his encmics, eager for revenge, now: lucl
rley sald, their coveted opportunity, - -~ :
h-he had - Searchlight pointed .cut tlmt L}unﬁ

-had  been _a: pmlslcm wooer- of - Miss -
n:hllgln " Elsle: Brnndun oW engnged...to m:lr?'.'

Iff nml n' 'Hurlcy

\_1

]

Hurley stontly protested his cut[rc ln— i -

"7 s.away 1o - inyestigate a Leel Lilling and _ <ountry.
: "slmllnf,n case ‘above - Pascadero, ond soom - Hz was a formidable accession; but’ os -

: :.—.’ whose “eloquence wos like the hum of contending f{a-tions, called, for the sake-

- - In affice, professional stirrers-up of strife, changing from mere incivility and Furli-: -

e

. believed. him innocent and quit€ inca- the swectest and most mdc:mng nt‘

Ill'h‘jllluttd Pablo 'against mob-law, the The “long  eagle-bill - fapideror, ™ the.

there w34.10 -]nsl ‘man - five-yeaars" :,
Sodom md Gumnrmh.. There-. nhqta{lu-diu duu.h of . thb.c_lder

iLcrlE -of- Dofia dIm:z, jm& Bmﬂdﬂ, “that _had lynl:h:d him: "'I:u: EyT
was 2 Just man and a fe=rless,-baloved  polnted- to - acute lcad-poisa
andrespected of -all- factions. J7e was ~-wounds being inyarisbly made’ b,- ;
well: educated, of- o' old and .honorable 120-480 bullet that Just fitted Pnhln_
family, and it was knowh: that he would -gun~-Airer seven had been killed, ft."'"

* * stand " withont -being -1~ So Dan's * excited -some remark; in ‘fact, it-was.
rl:‘n:u:-su “ade no move that night. : solely on this account that Pablo thuughl:,-.a__

Bul‘. in :the ‘morning José was called best to make his wisit 'to. Lhe Hn\mjns Fe

~~the- long, straggling main’ steet, was. it was roond-up-time the other lecal pﬂ-:-‘f*:
= thronged. with’ knots-and clusters- ‘of ex- ‘lars of our strength were all absent._ For'*
= -cited “cltizens, “the_suppressed f=rvor .of . Dofia Inez was divided in two bitterly

—angry bees. Conspicuous in the buzzing of convenience, Democrars and: R.f':'.'l
_groups . were - Scarchlight, Lovi, Slick leans but being, in reality, stockmen mnd
- »Johonie, the Tall Svmmurc, -and _the their allies, on o2¢ hand, and om: the
~Colfornia Column.. - - other the " law-to-order ™ party, com-=;
Ve Tor auy tne familiar with New Mesico, prising pretty much every -one else,: uml—‘
“~the =.conjunction’ of - these - portentous headed- by the court-howse gang and.

©./uames Tormed on acrostic- which spelled  their henchmen.

. Trouble. . For these were the leaders of = Our eforts wers met w;Lh miﬂg 7
~“the political gang that ruled the Coundy hostility as it becams :pp;m:nt that we -
~of:Dofia" Inez, with an" iron hand—Jacks stood alenme, onr opponents’ attitudes

-__'!:rlll_ll:ll ot this'time and place was largely ness to ominons politsmess. My :r:::m:ﬁr
-superflucas, [t had an wgly ook . It. and dbmay grew hour by hour, -
“-avns clear that Dan's ill-wishes were Then- it was that [ bcc::mc aware p
« Slitring -up ‘the cvil passions: of Las . Wildat Thempson in gala attire, rding
= Uvas with intent to maLe appeal to his top hormse jauntily down the street:
“mob-law, - rod Feplying to the hondred * Srown—
-~Danny was ‘my ‘friezd, aad 1 firmly ing faces bent darkly npon him- with ™

~pable of the infamous deed with which smiles. =

- be was charged. - ["strove to makz hud His progress was -:Il:\'wus, for at cvtry- o

-Lway ngninst the- grawing fecling, ana in feverish group old - Jugador shied- fn <~

- this"I'was ‘scconded by Pablo Wiggins, adected alarm.  As he bounded ‘sida- -

o I lml.f-lrtcd -shose father had been  wise Wildeat's supple body  flowed fa e

l}-nc]'ued ‘mear Pamnjes enfy, - sinuous corves as he- unmnmnt:siy
: This. “circumstance had  somesha: adapted himseli to the erratic motion. -

“more-so since his father had been mumi; spotless Iringed gauditlets, the saddle:’
. gulltless-of “the crime [mputed to him,- atr[ng! aod gay neckerchief foating out - |
-~ but as the'latter had been dead for rome  tehind him as he came ;-the lithe figare;”
*;cwrb befare his innocence was prnn:d poisad wightly as a hawL'- the: smooth
. ‘his=exoneration must ‘have- given him - oval: face, berry-brown, eager, juyum
;ncgmpnrnt[\mi?‘llttle satisfaction. - =~ the uplifted. head ;- the steady - eyes he=
; _APllbltLl volce carried- much weight, for - neath *turned: o sn-mh:'em—-llL in nlL
e “yras. viewed with _supers: lt{mn awz-by he was oy bright-and dr.hmirn mnq,- ;
'lhﬁ.,,jrronu in hls c:pa:ity as'a makes - ever mdrhl:thtlg down' gmuwmd m-
charmer. He wuld -handle lhe—\l:r;oﬁl ‘sunset’trail; 1 S =g




_resourceful,” daring—one whasc cool and

“exulfant courage had become a proverb—

1 in 'this ;emergency his” prestige would be

. imrnluabl: an ally as the man him-
_:elf. S0

1" haled- hlm jnp:mljr into the Hotel

ude by a :45-

fitted “Pabla “Yturbide, and ordered dinter.

een, killed, -t . ZY Friend - Whits, 1 observe o certain
fact,'it- wns 5. mirrof ‘perturbation and unrest, as it

owere,” 'sald  Thompson, drawing off his
U“glm'u: “ The natives scem to have hay
- on their horns. Is there any special be-
dcnlmnnt on hand? - Lots of good peo-
le are-recking wn.h animesity. Why so
mmﬂ? no. i

- I’ indicated the hovering waiter to
= him,’and then when that functionary ad
_"','*'rétlnd laid the situation before him

" And Hurly's just engaged to your

chtlm "Elsie,” 1 concluded. ' Steve, we
“must buy a stack and sit in"

Steve dropped his napkin, groped for
.itunder the tab.e, and emerged wearing
" ~his best poker face
" What's the defense, Foamy? " he

-lhe'r local pil+3F
1 I:Ilm:nl. For '

~oand.-om’ the

- party, com=)
ane ‘elee, “nnd ™

wcg:mg unrl

ith [m:rming -

arent :that we - ; Mkcdthl “?C:ml he prove on alibi or

nts" attitudes - something " =

lity and ‘sirli- .'In my eagerness [ had dwell more on
My_anxiety v my fears of a meob-rising than on the

hour, .- - 7+ .evidence. This I recounted.

"% They. were good and careful to make
“"no_war, talk -till after Joz left. And
= some that didn't want o lynching went
huml: nod crawled under the bed, set-
* ting ‘an absurdly high value on their
lives. Only for Pablo Wiggins, the
snake-charmer, the pot would have boiled
_over- before. D'ye reckon you and me
.- and him can stand 'em off now? ™

ume pware-of:
attire, riding ="
wn_ the strect:

wdred  frown-
an  him with:'>
cndearing - of

. for at every -

-L?.:rnd?:lfﬂldi::"-f b =2 “ Snoke-charmer? " questoned Steve

ly fMlowed “fn . < Haow's that? "

uncunmmisl)"-’-h-" = S0 1 told him anbout Pablo’s abilitics

itie mation, in’that line. To my consternation, this

1pideror, . tlm . scemed to distract his attention entirely
the saddlc- - frtlnin Hurlu}"ls plight.

[ floating. out - M You don't mein to tell me that he

o ecatches and handles live mattlers? " he
gajd. - " 'm-from Show-me City, Mis-
~ Boury.. I'utmy I never heord about it
“ 4 . 'till this very mow. Say, I see him stand-
"% ‘Ing on.thc corner, didn’t-mean-no-harm,

: 1|:|_Imnl of - the' Gadsden Purchiase, as 1

: lithe figure,’.
i the: smgoth’

iger, - ]oyuus 14/
dy;-cyes " he=s

‘him ond’ mhll;t him

BT _..p.mla n.[ﬂ.lcttd wim D, T

THE ALL-STORY

"t.hemImmtdujra.lr.nme. Proved, -

I'm goin' to make a drag for.

¥ Ih.nﬂ.himmh:pgi

o e e T N T A
LR Tea Ty W

HAGAZI"IE.

Andhcnrmennd r:m:hqi fnr -ndm-
hn:m. -

As we went up Lhestru:r. to- the Gn.ds-
den Purchase I kept up-a running fire ~
of remonstrance, but'Steve had. his mind

.sct on investignting ths m:h—ch:mmng

industry f{orthwith.
At the Gadsden Purchase S-::.rt:hlight

- was vchemently - harangoing “a oowd -

around the bar. :

“ Mative? " he said lcudly, darting a- -
nasty glance at Steve as we threaded our
way throogh the jam. * Motive enough.” -
Hadn't that gray-eyed Brandon girl besn
playing him against Lyons, and Lyoms
against him, for a year? The chanees
are that the tenderfoot got wise to some
double-dealing, and him bein' scairt to
tackle Johnnie like 2 man, why, he way-
lays him and shoots him in the back like
a2 dog. Now he thinks his moaey'll boy
him out. Hangin's too good for him, I
saf! Here's bad cess to hi_".n.. Drm.k
hearmy ! "

I got my back to the wall at thxs,
thinking Steve would not stand for the
slur on Elsie Brandon. It was she who
had taken lum in hand and semicivilized
him ontil, indeed, 1 had sametimes fan-
cied that be felt more than mere {riendly
admiration for her. But now he gave
the group a careless nod and passed-om.
to where Pablo was bucking the munm
Fame.

| overteok him and put my hand an
his shoulder,

" Why, Steve,” 1 said, " yon surely
ain’t going to leave old Hurley up against
it like this, are you? 1 thought yoo'd
throw in with me for the * little chom's®
sake, if not for Danny’s and mine. She’s
been mighty goed to you. Why, when [
faw you coming I thought God Al- -
mighty'd taken a hand sure. You ain't
going to cut out from us in a ughs, are
you? " s

Wildeat turned an cxprcssmnlc:ss, un- -’
interested face 1o me.

" Gawd," he repeated. ™ lt Gnm.{s :
got any interests in Las Uras, he'd bct!cr. :
Tepresent,”™™

Amazed,” indignang, smnncd. 1 wecat-
out the side door, slamming it behind me?
in an_agony of disa ointment, - d:s &
and dnpairy .‘pp EMH

'lmmu-dd h"ngwml"whm hlnd--"l" X
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upona t;}nkzﬁ rud,nnd T s:ujmny. e ﬁlerl m‘m tbc pix

li':n.s And htmnnd mn:hql !'or wum.
: _plmd'mvhnm:l. nndmﬂect:dluthc:h:dnwofthumurf

red, ¢ .hrr:ru ;
and- - As we went up the ltrctt to: lhu Gnr.h-;d 3
b,—dcnl‘urchuclk:ptupnmnnln ﬁm=-.‘

I'uul falled me: Wham cm:ld I - house._ My. face was Lleeding’ pmfml_’f"?:
] where | _had” been. struck; my . heirt

.-be -of remonstrance, but‘Steve had. his mind-

im-" set” on. investigatin mk:—chnrm[u
. induostry Ia?ih?hh.g s 85 Ll 2 : : ing-bird sang the song of Tife fnsistently,
otel . At the Gadsden Purchase Su:dllight S ) _"' gymfniﬁlgrﬂlﬁsw:mﬂngmdm:m ing. yAmR m |:|- :

. 'ﬂ] -! r Z ;
W TR mﬂf&ls’ haranguing “a - crowd - e S At the’ mmtrm:th:jﬂtb.':rh]tﬁl.’:.
Ch 4 Mottve™ b said lcu:.i!. : =7~ As the afternoon wore on Las Uvas perplexed and apprehensive. From. the
s Y, d’-l'dﬂﬁ &> ‘resumed - its normal aspect of slumberous opper atur}' of the court-house a 'light =

nasly glance at Steve as we threaded our calm ) treamed the narrow path
hny way through the jam, * Motive enough.’ 1 ' : I e ary bl 3

il began to hope that the agitation had  leading to the jail. Thempm
be-+ Hadn't that gray-eyed Brandon girl been ended In talk.  Steve and Pablo were o dubi hispering
neo- pln.}'!ng him against Lyons, and Lyons I be aln e th aﬁ i mus,m:: 2 from.

§ (i i e ot it ThS where to be seen, so 1 went to e | Something drnpp—d l:[llTﬂ]j’ IID- 4
i !.]u: o e M :mn e - 1o _cgnsull with I-Iurlgy, but was refused where at all into toe lighted semiﬂrl‘_ﬂ— T
i e hm!; il i A _;dhguﬁlnu. r.'.:lizr fatention had-been to ask  a whip, apparently. It sqnn:m:d ImL
a2 1mclle fotmis ke s vais. who mh.«- nl . : ' he.didn't think ft well for me o coil B-z-z-z-z-z-zl Bezzxl o0
s it el et b b .bncklik go to the ‘Bar Cross round-up, up the The blood-curdling castaner ﬁ:rﬂ.ln_' =
S }du el heo Imhi[_:. e 7 bue - river, and pget some of the Dundee peelers  throngh a ghastly sﬂ:na'_ Tha lynchers ==
N !iu . Huslnﬂﬂﬂh! = goodm?nn:}-hlmr:{ to'come down dnd might-herd the jail huddled mf-tth:r wavering and breaths ~
i ch.-s gt DnnL ~_ But apparently the hothezads had sub-  less. My beart chilled with % g
PO .o M h.!m_ sided, and, anyway, I reasoned, if they torvor; the hair prickled on my head
ring 1 }gm my back to the wall at thrs, ?:ulﬂd’ﬁ;:k;;hﬁruﬁ itll \\'ouldfmnsl — JuI:IMhB-r d“r:rd g B-‘-zﬂ"
¥ an he reenforczments z-z-z =2-2-2
" L{\mklngESI;erB“m&ld not stand for the | could pot arrive in time; moreover, it tor a memest we gared im (eariul fns-_- -
o: ;-1:‘1: &r;: lur randon I&m‘sb: who sceroed probable that Tas Uvas had ¢x-  cimaton, with chattering  testh  and -
el e D  paiatl fo e S oy Tieoy T Slostal e "-_:"
on cicd that he felt more than mere [riendly Hithen ot sr:p:);r:ar:f-?ﬁl&nﬁﬁpm- S Dewn frem the dastoes oF. e
the admiration for her. Buot now he gove ‘ing Invitation lo a social [unctivn my roof a veice Eoated caszally, {:.11:11::@;
5 :hc Slmup;njfl”dm Ezd and passed on_ - . alarm went to nincty in the shade. [ gentle—the voice of Wildat Thompson !t
| 3 o where o was bucking the monu: ;. = had learned with pain to fear the Greeks * Let me hasten to rexssore’ yon,-gen-o
\r::lt EM;M- k hi d hand T - bearing gifts. Soch unwonted cordiality tlamen. Far be it t'rt-m me to & ,h;k:wu:
o N sﬂLﬁTdD:r im and put my hand on - seemed p?ﬁ]:umusly like a device to get  faith in the cficiency of the Kesley Cre -

2 me-oul of the wa This 1
heir " Why, Steve,” 1 id, "you surely [-lelt my m:_ﬂ} and hurried :Iou‘n w  the mlﬁ;nu?;:dﬁﬁb?:rm nggl,__--'
the ain't golng to leave old Hurley up against the jail. In the deep shadows of th: taluy Herridlus as Frack ]nhn s:m\ Lo
led gt like this, are you? [ thouglt yoo'd _ glant cottonwoods bordering the plaza 1 bug-sharps all them; i
me  throw {n with me for the * little chum's* _ran plump into a crowd of men silently  talk
it ittty mod o, e e e st g L“Eﬁﬂﬁ‘“ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ
i) (Rl e it T Yo uﬁ;l ¢ S i . e DL e ey P

<hind my ear. great and only. Our jdea was to indoee -
fh[s gnmg"to cut out from us in a llgh- " Be plenty quiet, you!” remarked the you to come cut in the light, o we can- _...._
= wl‘f\?ﬂdcm turned an crprtsiiun.'t:.u un mnlnwl::;l.und ol E‘f o \tfm s Mdgm a:n‘: et b
- . . xpress, wit

i linirested) Bcemtomes .--." Lead him out into the starlight, two D:‘I.En‘. has a E::cult:ﬂ 1m-gagb:uu=$é .
.hI: " Gawd,” he rtpcnltd. u ]f‘Gaml' __o!’ you bays, and let's see who he ic” buckshot to a shell; and - Pablo's- -
,[“?, got any irllcrcsu in Las Uvas, hed bmﬂ- : Thq- came out, 3 hundred or more suakes—just snakes, ‘.‘."ho‘u be the ﬁnt?
{ it Tepresent.”® * grim. forms, all masked. "l wonld have 1 pause for a‘reply. . ==
T Amared,” indignant, smnncd 1 went- .. spoken, bul the-man holding my arm ' Oh, yes, another thing.. If yon gu--i e
am, . out the side doar, slamming it behind e’ s struck-me in the face. : up in the court-house yvou will cnm,mzmd_
s 1 n an agony of dls.:'.ppointmcnt, lltsgn!t. Oh, iU's you, is [t? T thought so. our position. That will occnr to you

for . and dn:spal: - ;-B““E him along, you two.. If he cheeps,  presently,- It did to me._ So it is “only.
g s ' _hh._h - put.out- his light, “Where's the mpe"_ fair to tell you that there is u..l:'lfr.g-peuml

hlthltu"'
hnf“m;-ﬁdwﬂm

-:\ll rlghl. Quiei‘ nuwl“ B B

po‘umﬂngu.my ribs. - Omhud,a mbeck

."buxufdrnmtebth}n:ilhnthmp. =




was bleeding profustly -
en. struck my - heart
bs:Qverhead, a mock- *
song ‘of -11fe insisten! y,;"':-.b
1, exultant.’ And Dan:_
ag, dream ing. - hiEAT

ext the jail 1hqrhall= o
prehensive.” -From. the
ne - court-house-a- light=

P P L} e - L)
{ .,r;" it l:.'_,nl =y o
7 #=Now, you are ‘all justly proud of
YU ney court-house. . It cost thirty-five
thousand ‘dollars, and- is worth- fifteen
ousand onyhow. - If -I should fire-into
~  that box'n few times ] am convinced that
it would occasion much chagrin.to any
i ayers: who- chanted to oecupy- the
building a2 the time. .

Se1-“have "mld,: ‘comeuidanos. The
lynching [s hereby adjourned. You
* lynchiany one? You? Why, you cow-
- ardly,” sneaking, backbiting, white-liv-

on the narrow pathways &, _ . ered, night-loving, snufl-dipping, dram-
f{l_ 't;"he m::,'_p,ia,_{“ - "' drinking,  bribe-taking, = jury-packing,
BEr.-~ = AR .. _corpse-tobbing, liver-lipped, aforesaid

;1p-ed quietly Trom nn- g

the lighted semicirele—_
dy. .- It squirmed. and:
ezl Dezepexl 2 i
lling castanet’ thrilleio>

silence. . The lyncherg:-=7 - TSl .- -'Qi 2

wavering and breaths ==
hilled with-unreasoning
rickled on my head.
d elose te.na. " B-z-z-2-

ve-gazed in fearful fas< :
chattering teeth ~ and

llided, and torned. .- . ©

- darkness of the' jail- -

ed casmally, calm anid

»f Wildzat Thompson 1

1 to reassure.you,-gen-- -
from me to shake your
scy of the Keeley Cure.
pse, but the. real-thing,
irden rattlesnake; Cro--
15 Frank John says the,
*m ; Tireros in. paisano

n planted copious,all -
; staked with ballng- "
med amige Pablo, the”
Jur. jdea was to indoce-r -

1 the-light, 50 we can” !
I've got a Winchester:

e expanding bulletsj: -
ved-off ten-gage, mine - =
iell; “and -Pablo's “got'_ -

4. Who'll'be the first? ¢

fier thing. If you go-

ase you- will command: <

at will occur to you . -
to me, So.it fs only . .=
t-there Iq'.n__ﬁfty-pir'ng_[_-__ o

dhied that Tamp..- =~

s

el
L

then altogether “the= =

s

Yl ghouls)
“1uiHe, paused for breath
', " Damn it, don't be so obtuse. Can't
%~ you take a hint? Go homel Hand ‘em
‘out a few, Pablo!" ;
. - suake came sailing through the night
and wrapped-neatly around the neck of
. the'man on my right—1 have always
i~ 'thought the: was how he came to let me
' go. -He pawed wildly at his head as ha
_» Tan, screeching like a quartet of panthers.
- I think he was scared.
‘Bullets went whistling over our heads
.- most " neighborly,  Flesh and  blood
. - couldn't_stand It
=+ % The mab exccuted a retrograde move-
",/ . ment,. cursing, =obbing, screaming, yell-
. Ing, but unanimous, Such complete har-
- - mony_of purpose is rarely scen.  Withal,
:ithere was no formality. Those that
——didn't hit- the gate went through the
= fence; and these that stumbled or were
‘knocked down were trampled underfoot.
- In ihe confuslon ! got away and ran
. to the north side of the plaz.
"Stevel Oh, Steve!™ [ shouted.
_\::j-" “IWhat shall I do? It's me, Foamy
'~ White. - Shall I come lo you?"
-y« " Um—no—not unless’ you've got a
_..palr of stilts, 1 wouldn't," said Steve.
’ . “ o “AXou'd better pull your freight up 1o
- 2t : - -~ the Dar Cross wagon and tell the boys,
; ' 2 ‘Help.’ - I need ftl They're up beyond
', Tonoco, somewheres on the flat. These
" whipped-curs are liable to be trouble-
.- some at long-range target practise 'bout
~* daglight” . -
el B 0 AN right, T yelled; " 1'1l be back
7 ; - before then.” ™ . - .
; ! ; 2“And 1 lit out, got a horse from a Mex-
an_friend near by, and In five minutes
| had “started. - Seattering

Ak

s
3

- the'slege of the

4hots ln_:-ld thit

%] T s, TR

s ¥

il

the uproar T heard Steve chanting in gay ..
defiance: Ty T

“Adal Adal Open that da’l -
This mawnin'l-~ AL e
“Adal Adal Open that da'l et
Il open it with a fohty-fo'l
This mawnin'l™

. I rode hard, but the camp-fire ot the
wagon had died down, and it was nearly
onc before [ found it. ['woke Cole and
toid him the essentials. Every one had
a night-horse staked and saddled, and
there was no delay.

Jolin Yoast, being a family man, was
left 'n chicge, with the four men on
guard and the (i y-herders.

The raay men selected were Ross, of
Hermo=a ; Calhoun, for Cuchillo Negro;
Bojarquez and " Pink " Muarray, of the
John Cross outfit; Lon Roberts, of the
Bar ¥, and Dert Mossman, of the Bar
A, Bar. The Dundes men were seven—
Cole, Dallas, Frank Hill, Hiram Yoast,
and Summerford], of the Bar Cross, with
Martin and Foster, of the 7 T X—thir-
leen reeolute and competent men. - There
were not guns enough at the wagon for
all, but we stopped at Summerfo-d's
shack and got enough ta fll out.

At feur we clattered through Dofia
Inez, and as dawn streaked the east with
violet and gold turned into the Alameda
and heard the distant popping of rifles
at the jail. We thundered nleng, shout-
ing " Donrie Dundee.”

The Las Uvas men did net wait for
our arrival, but Wildcat and Pablo met -
us where the court-howse gate had been.
Pablo wore a grin that stuck cut on both
sides of his mouth like o mustache, bat -
Steve's [oce, in the gray dawn, wag . hag-
gard. S
" Good mawnin'l" sald Summerford.
"We healh yuh've dane quit the . Bar .
Cross for a new putfit? "

" Why, no, 1 haven'r.
sa? "’ ) -

“ Foamy, heah. He allowed yuh was - .
now representin' for the Qld. Mans*'_ 2 -
And he jerked a Lhumb skyward. =iy

"Oh!™ Wildcat fushe “Notzexy, =
actly. But He didn't have no one here, T
and 1 thonght it wonld De neighborly toi = .=
help Him 'out some." = o

Whao told you

- -“Can’ you give us theé . latest. qw:-ln- ;

jol b bgua b s




it had pierced fmy band.
= Steve bad faled me ~ Whom conld T

e ﬂtrl:ru!:l.:g_zm after that?

"c HAPTER IL
ENAKFS

5 i=c--As the afternoon wore oo Las Uvas

resumed its normal aspect of slumberons
calm.

I began to hope that the agiatioa kad
caded in talk  Steve and Pablo wers no-
where to be seen) =0 [ went to the jail

- to comsult with Huarley, but was refused
admisgjon. My intention had bean to ask
him if he dida't think it well for me
go to the ‘Bar Cross roound-up, op the
river, and get some of the Dundez peelers
to come down dnd nighi-herd the jail

Bot apparently the hotheads had sub-
sided, and, anywar, 1 reasoned, if they
shonld make a.break it would most like-
ly be rhat night, and th: reenforcements
could pot arrive in tioo; wmamcover, it
szeroed prebable that Tas Uvas Lad cx-
peoded too much cotkesizsm on the g2b-
fest to have any left for a lynching-bee.

But when, at supper, | recelved a press-
ing invitation lo a social [onctwen my
al:lrm went to nim=ly in the shade. I

= Fad learned with pain to fear the Greeks

bearing gifts. Soch uowonted cordialivy
seemed portentounsly 1ike 3 device to get
me-oul of the way,
[ -left =y meal and hurried da.rn to
the jail. In th: desp shadows of the
_ giant cottonwoads bardering the pl oo |
ran plump into a crowd of men silenty

- waiting for me. Ia a momen: [ was

sfized, manhandled, disarmed.  Then
they 1ot me wp, and [ felt 2 chilly circle
pressing just behind my ea-
* Be plenty quiet, you! ™ remarked the
-man behind the gun
[ was :
. “ Lrad him out into the surli;h:. two
of you boys, and let’s sec who ke i”
5 Thr}' came cut, a bundred or more
grim forms, all masked. "I would have
- spoken, bat the man holding my am
struck-me in the face.
#0h, it's you, is 22° I thought so
Dring him along, you two. I{ be cheeps.

: -_—_“.:--put out- his light. Where's the rupe"

= All nght, . Quist, nowl™ -

Ihld.hﬂlnponabmkmrmd,lmi'

. box of dynamite behied that lamp,

clt:tr full- ﬂxrm:_-:l, exnlmant.” And Dan— < g
oy, yundcr listening, dreaming. < = -

At the corner next the jadl they Balted,
perplexed and apprehersive. From the
vpper story of the court-beoose a light
streamed down opon the marrow pathway-
leading to the jail The men pansed.
dobious, whispering. -

Something d.—-pp-d quietly from mo-
where at all into the lighted semicircle—

a whip, apparently. It squimed and-.
coiled. B-z-z-z-z-z-z! B-z-zzl o - -

The blocd-curdling caxsmner r_"'..rm!.‘-"
throngh a ghastly silence. Toe lyochery- -~ &
huddled tng-:tb..., wavering and breaths o= ——= .0 '.3
less. My heart chilled w-‘..h W
tzrror; the hair prickled en — f“‘j _

Another drcpped close to oy B—:—.r.-., —
2-2-z! Bez-z-z! .

Tor a mome=t we-gazed in fearful fas— =
cination, with chartering te=th aod o
ciutching hacds; then altogether "te= = - &
crowd recoiled, collided. and toroedl

Down from the darincss of the jail-
roof a voice Zoated casmally, calm amd
"cmic—L"'t roice of Wildee Thompson !

* Let me basten to reassore yom, gen-
ticmen  Far be it frem me o shake yvour
{2ith in the efcieacy of the Kesley Core
This is not a relapse, but the real thing, =
the common or garden rarleseake; Crom
t2lxy Hermiliun, 23 Frack John sass the
boz-sharps call them; ooorvs o Ao
L:Fk.

“We've gt ‘em planted r.:upu.m.. all e
over the greends: smked with baling- & 5 F

vire by my otccmed asmge Pable, the™
g.-u.: and erly. Our idea was to indoce
you to come vut in the light, =0 we can
ser [0 sthoewt voru [Mve got a Winchester
Express, with nice espasding dullets;
Danny has 2 sawed-of ten-gage, mine -
Lockshot to a shell; and Pabla's got- -
stakes—ijuit smakes. Who'll be the Em‘ =
I pacse for a“reply. .

‘Oh, yves, another thing. If you go
up in the court-hoese you will command. ©
oor position. - That wﬁi occur to yom -
presently- It did to me. So it is calv
fair to tell wu.ﬂu:ti:m:saﬁl‘t“punnd



{4 yuur neyy court-house. . It cost thirty-five
o thousand dollars, ‘and’ is worth- fifteen

bleediny “nrobas ousand anyhow. - If I should fire into
luuck,gul:;o{mjt S that box a. few timey ] am canvinced that
Qverhead, a mbck- o (S g it wonld occasion much chagrin. to any
{ 'of:1ife {nsistently, ™ A ; Thlllﬂnym who' chanced to occupy: the
mltant. ;And Dan: bullding a2 the time,

F401- ‘bave 'said,- conciidanos. The
lynching “is hereby adjourned. You
_lynch any one? You? Why, you cow-
-~ .ardly, ‘sneaking, ‘backbiting, white-liv-
~_“ered, night-loving, snuff-dipping, dram-
'+ drinking,  bribe-taking, jory-packing,
.« corpserobbing,  liver-lipped, aforesaid
= ghouls) ¥

"~ He, paused for breath,

L

dreaming. - -
he ' jail they halt 3
icnsive. - From the 5
ourt-house a-'light = £
he narrow pathway- "
The men pags:z{ :
| ‘quietly from mo- = .
ighted semicircle—-
It squirmed ‘and..*--
Ber-pzli 23l S8
[ castanet thn'llﬂ'l"f:

=

%, " Damn it, don't be so obtuse. Can't
5" you take a hint? Go homel Hand 'em
_ out a few, Pablo|"

nce. . The lynchergsriz AN B - “A suake came sailing through the night
vc{?u;f and FI:‘E'IHI'E" 2 £ | and wrapped.neatly around the neck of
d with-unreasoning_ . _ A .- (the'man on my right—1 have always
led on my head. - =2 : { - ‘thought’ théi was how he came to let me

s -~ __Bo. ‘He pawed wildly at his head as he
-Tan, screeching like a quartet of panthers.
++ I think he was scared.
- ° "Bullets went whistling over our heads
=, . most mneighborly. Flesh and blood
¢ .. couldn't stand iL
= . The mob executed 2 retrograde move-
7 .ment, cursing, sobbing, screaming, yell-
ing, but unanimous. Such complete har-
- mony-of purpose is rarcly seen. Withal,
. there was no formality. Those thar
—--dido’t-hit- the gate went through the
. © fence; and these that stumbled or wers
- knocked down were trampled underfoor.
=" - In the confosion I got away and ran
.- to the north side of the plam.
‘o= . "Stevel Oh, Steve!™ |
o " Ahat shall 1 do? It's me,
“~ White. Shall ] come 1o you? "
= Um—no—not unless you've got a
“pair of stilts, 1 wouldn't”" said Steve.
- . s © 2 “You'd better pull your freight up 1o
¢ th'*‘? ':']f;:l; i Vel ; : .~ the Bar Cross wagon and tell the lr:c_rs.
gm(ﬁ l?} Mets o, - v i : i ' Help.' I need it] They're up bevond
e e nineiee 1 " Tonoce, somewheres on the flat.  These
I'-i:m'icél"gn‘;ﬁz:s - gob - _whipped curs are liable to be trouble-
"-’]m'll_'bc !ljn: ﬁl’?lii L..' ;i:;;;gl]llli:!‘nng range target practise "bout
. AN right,
~ before then.” .
=-And I lit ont, got a horse from a Mex-
—jcan_friend: near by, and in five minutes

e to us. Bezez-zo
azed in fearful fos< = -
tering -teeth and |-
en - altogether “the: =
«l, and turned. .- gt
rkness of the jail- ~ °
casually, calm angd -
Vildeat Thompsan 't~ .=
reassure’ you,: gen---,
n me to shake.your
f the Keeley: Cure. =
but the real thing, =
1 rattlesnoke; Cro-'-*

rank John saysthe - .=

mivsoros le. fauano : ahianited:
lanted ‘copious, “all - = Foamy
aked with baling-: "

amige Pablo, the™ .
idea was to induce- o0

|.-lllng.- 'It"}'m.{ g yelled; “ 1"l be back
vou-will command. <. "1
w[l1 occur. to you. .
me.,. -So-jt is‘only. "o lT
re is afifty-pound
!glint.-lnnqp._ '

-

Y

aw, jnnflan_:‘_n_lrl'; _ll:tst.l;pr prﬁtl.d of

‘had started, _ Scattering shots told that -
7 T e e _

the uproar 1 heard Steve chanting in gay - -
defiance: L S e

“Adal Ada! Openthar do’t — -0 =
iy e’ | 2T =N =
“Adal Adal Opea'that do'! = - -+ 7. S
Il open it with a fokty-fo"! : o

This omwnin’l™

. I rode hard, but the camp-fire at the
wagon had died down, and it was pearly
one bafore [ found it. [ woke Cale and
toid him the essentils. Every ope had
a night-horse staked and saddled and
there was no delay.

Joln Yoast, being a family ran, was
left ‘n cbirge, with the fLar men an -
goard asd the our-nerders.

The roay men selected were Ross, of
Hermosa ; Calhoun, for Cuchillo Negro;
Bojarquez and * Pink " Muorray, of the
John Cross outfit; Lon Robets, of the
Bar W, and Bert Mosenan, of the Bar
A Bar. The Duondes men were seven—
Cole, Dallas, Frank Hill, Hirzn Yeast,
and Summerford, of the Bar Cross, with
Martin and Foster, of the 7 T X—thir-
leen resoloie and compoient men. There
Were Dot gubs enough ar the wagon for
all, but we siopped ar Summerfo—d's
shack and go: enongh to 811 omr.

At feor we clattered throngh Doda
Inez, and as dawn streaked the exst with
violet and gold tarmed into the Alzmeda
and keard the distan: popping of rifas
at the jail.  We thundersd along, shout-
ing " Bonzie Dundes ™

The Las Uvas men did not wait for
our armival, be: Wildear and Fablo met -
us where the court-house gate had been.
Pablo wore a grin that stock o=z on both .
sides of his mouth like a mostache, bat -
Steve's face, in the gy dawn, wog hag-
gasd. g

" Good mawnin'!" said Summerford.
“We heah yuh've dane quit the Bar -
Cross for a mew outfe? ™ pra=

" Why, no, 1 havea't
s "

" Foamy, heah. He allowed yub way
now rtepresentin’ for the Qld Man™.

And he jerked a themb skyward e

“Oh!™ Wildecat flushed, v Not-exsy 7 -
actly. But He didn't have 0o one here, =
and [ thought it wonld be
help Him out some." s

“Can you give os the latese: qucta-

Who teld you

4 .

neighborly-to ;.-- _-—"_ 2

d [l



juil hn‘l hm bui [p gl “ .J e &
ard Slcve l:hantﬁ-;glnguy nquu? [mp;imd Colu c:m_n_ ‘I'he Inndloni uL the- ‘i’tnrhl:lu was.
n.lly,‘lcn.nlng aver:on his homs pecks - white-faced-and’ nervous, -and T nosiced '
- Pablo giggled. - ~ . that ‘he fought mighty~ shy of Pablo:
Lm ﬂml]mt do' > =T T j <. =AUL had-all” the :-:uf!mcho; Ia—town - Thit gave me an idea’  He was anua-
nawnin']; E TR0 e A= 1ookin"" for 'em/ with forked ‘sticks ye+- usnally large man, so had been the man -
":{"‘ﬁ': Open that do'l - : ; - terday.evenin',” he said. - ** Mister Steve, who had ‘mashed my- face in the’ ph.::t.
mwnI: {':,',ht-" -fo’l. - - be paid "em two dollars a snake and a There was a long limber on Bob -
, “dollar apiece on th.-_ side’ whether they Martin's saddle, and T slipped it in when .

the landlord w2en't looking. "I watched -
my chance and sort of ‘tossed it romnd © ¢
his -neck from behind. He lit_in-thks =

- found "any or not.'
*“Snakes is up,” said Iliram. :
'"'Oh, my money don't cost me any-

but the t:n.mp-ﬁrc ot l'.hl.-.
| down, and it was nearly

und it I

g E“:::j Foland thing—I work for it," explained Steve. . middle of the table, yelling right ear-- = = &

staked and saddled, and “I dido’t get but six, anyway. That nestly. [ don't see wh.nt m;u.le hJ.l:n dn .',-_
was all a Lluff riovt having the plaza  thar :

elay,

being a family man, was Summerford pulled him off Ty

- -stocked up with “ran."
silently, solemnly kicked him over. fo:.

“Let's all go in and sec Darny,” [

with the foor men on said Cal. Then we took turns till we kicked ~
ﬂ?!s';z[:::‘ls were Ross, of “Hello, Foamy; that you? Feeling him out the front door. Sum rang the
- any better? Danny? Ob, he's gone. beéll and ordered cew dishes. . -~

2un, for Cuchillo Negm
" Pink " ‘Murray, of the
fit; Lon Roberts, of the

By the time we had finished breakfsst =

Turned him looze last night at dark and
a number of citizens had gathered in

hit him with the bridle-reins. Gone.

ert Mossman, of lhc Bar
lundee men were seven—
rank Hill, Hiram Yeast,
I, of the Bar Cross, with
ter, of the 7 T X—thir-
1 competent men. . There
nough at the wagon for
at Summerfo-d's
-nough to fill out.

clattered throngh Dofa
vn streaked the enst with

turned into the Alameda E That’s two.

was lyin" for the moral effect of ‘it about
him bein’ here with a shutg’un,.

* Why, you old fool, you,’
Ross, “do you mean lo tell me you've
woke me up out of my nice warm bed 1o
come down here to protect a man that's
_done got inte Old Mexico? "

Soteve wigpled an admonitory finger at
bim, * 'Sh-h; there's a hen on. 1 wanted
Dan to get o goed start.  That's one.
And | wanted to show thee damned
yelpin' coyotes they don’t lynch nothing.

And if T should get the

said Tom -

front of the hotel, where our hnrsu
were standing. g
" Well, Thompson,” said (..ah:, ::m:-!
the outfit. Which way do we make a
drive? " G -

" Guess we'll go round to the sfable == -

and pur the horses up. No, kold-up; -
here comes Josa”

It was indeed the sherifi coming up __
the street in company with the district
artorney, Brown, J.P, Searchligh”; and
several othein

Joc walked up o Steve and beld-cur

his hand.

Aistant popping of riiles
thundered along, shout-
andee.”
13 men did not wait for
Wildecat and Pable met -
urt-house gate had been.
n that stuck out on both
ith like o mustache,- bat -
the gray dawn, was hag-

‘man that really killed peor Jahnny you
- all bein' here will make the genfe more
. docile and biddable-like, Besides
~ " 3Steve’s onte bis job,” 1 interruptad.
~“1 follow him bLlindfold from now on.
But why didn't you let me take pot-
© luck with you? ™
2o I we'd stayed together the surprise-
“ 0 party would have been spoiled,” said
Steve. " They'd have smelled a mouse
And I wanted the boys down here for
-to-day. 1 may want to use them."
* Bah Jove, Mister Tarwmpson! ™ =aid
-“Sum, " Yoh suhtenly air a wondch. Let's
- 'go ordah breakfas’. [ feel keen-ser.
~-Get, up behin® me, suh. My hawse is

* Mr. Thompszon,” he =maid c::mmly.

'you have done me a great servics, and
{ lh.'mk you for it.. 1 pever dreamed of -
an attempt at lynching. 1 got back as —-
far as Dofa Inez, wnd beard the boys -
when they came throogh, and so I came. ©
on down." He looked around at the:-- ‘.
rest of us. “ I know you are all sensible -
men, aod will take pains not to provoke -
a collision. May T ask‘yom, as a fn.vur, =
not to drink any on this trip? " ?

“ Sure,” gaid Cale. "1 never did care
to smoke in a powder-hpuse.”

The sherifi tangled his hand in the - :
mane of Cal's horse and looked up at -

n'l" sald Summerford.
ve done quit the Dar
oulfit? "
haven't.  Who told you

He allowed yuh was

for the Old- Man."_ ' plumb gentle.! Steve, laughing. “Say, Wildeat, can't
thuml sk 'waf'd. JEED © _"Jump up, Pablo,” said I. [ get your &rujo to round up your:rat- -
at floshe Not:ex-. . We paraded that-humble village with tlesnakes? - The women- Enlkﬂ -are. . nll

having hysterics =R

“Sore we'll - round " ~em - up. [hl':-m' Ly
- wasn't 30 many.- Pablo'll-take "em ‘way
_ bm:kuu themnﬁhmsmdmm’mlom

lidn't have no one here, - =
would be neighborly-to - =77
me.' = i ool
¢ us the latest: quota-

"fine Insolence. This time we sang “ Bon-
~nie. Dundee " clcar. through, . with un-
“seemly. variation, and there were none
~to: mulcst or meke us: nfmld..—- LR




".,plmlc. t wmlldn'l be just r{ght to
tem—would. it, now?
By George) -1 plumb. furgnt ytm:
aller, Silvestre what's-his-name- He's
' _hog:tied . and, gagged in number six.
Here's your keys. - Say, José,' that's a
, 'plumb good man, that julh:r He'll do
- to take along. He fought Pablo and me
'er a tiger. Wish now I'd trusted hu::,
~ but, I dido't know, and of course it
= wouldn't do after he got his mad up.
Tell him I'm sorry, Iﬂ?_ s
“Hurley owes you'a huvy debt," ob-
S lcrv:d the sheriff- dryly. * Where is
~ he2".

_ "Dh him? Why, he's in Mexico, I

guus.

7. The sheriff flushed and drew back
'-" “You let him run away?" he queried
lhtrpl"

' Run ntrn;.*l I had 1o drive hin away.
I“He didn't want to go a little bit. Felt
. . . hart because I wonldn't let him stay for

,_-_-_: i "-the lynchin'.”
- ..., The sheriff spoke gravely. " Steve, I
Y 7 know you too well to doubt that you
had good reazons, but this is a serious
~rhatter. You surely know that it is my
_duty, to arrest: you—my swomn duty."
: '_ ~:*'Why, sure, sheriff," cssented Steve

=~ cordially. " That's all right You go
- on and do your duty. It's what I ex-
Q pect: Me, I'm-goin' to disperse to my
7 scveral places of abode. .4dids, alll "
. ° ""He lifted his reins and rode slowly
" up the street.
© ©" " Jo¥”s voice rang oul in no uncertain

:tonet. "1 call on all good dtirens 1o
- help me arrest that manl”
It was Lon that showed us the way
- .out. - He spurred up, drawing his six-
shooter. " You, Thampsen | Halt! Halt,
I sayl"” And he fired twice—into the
. _barber-pole W% followed suit glee-
0 fully, peppering the barber-pole and hay-
., scales im Iy.

= It was like a dream.  Wildcat rode
~ —on at a snall’s pace, and we followed him
. at the same sedate and solemn  gait,
] '_":prudlng out as we: rode, gravely ab-
. | Juring him between volleys to surrender.
» _ - Ikey Lowenstein, dealer in bad clethes
" and: good money, kad been regarding us
" curiously dawn the street. He went ic
' Abe Store ta, sce about- something, leav-
his hn:..' “'c mncmlnled our: ﬁrc

“Hurley?" sald Steve casually.

on: that, and in- ten__gc:unds ‘even’ I}.ry
- wounld have s5ld it at cost" - -
= A shot came from behind - . =

Wildcat's hat sprang frem hi: hﬂd.

spun round and fell.- Dundee whirled

as one man. BChIndﬂSndnmm(

men were madly struggling "to”'disarm
the one who had fired, lest a worse Lhmg
should befall them.

Wildeat rode easily back to us, his’

hands high above his head, the sunlight

in his sunny hair. [ stared, but this

time [ did not doubt

" All right, Joe—I give up,” he said
pleatantly to the pozled sheriff.
" Reckon [ can give bail? "

“1 poess so. Come into Judge
Brown's and we'll fix it np. Oh, put
down your hands, you silly donkey!”

“Yoo boys had better not take a
spooze yet,” said Steve. Y Put up the
borses and sort of keep your eye on the
indicator. Cole, you and Fiamy come
with ns.  VYou come, too. Bert™ i'his
last to Bert Spring, his h:rcd,xmn foe.

We followed silently.

CHAPTER III.
WILD JUSTICE.

In the ofice, Wildeatr seated himeslf -

on a table, clasped his hands over his
knee, and survered ©s amiably.

“Your deal, Thompson,” sid Joe,
when the silence became awkward Y1
judge you have something up your
sleeve.”

Steve answered dreamily.

" Poar old Johaov! 1 knew him when
he first came here from Camda and
hadn’t got out his civiliztion papers yet.
Don’t know exactly where he did come
from—'way up somewheres so far Narth
thc sun never went down till after dark”

“ 1 memember cnce him and me were |
in Tombstone together and he got into”
a fuss. There was a low-dawn skunk:

there—a Las Uvas man—and he makes g’

blackguard talk abont a “girl—a Las
Uvas girl. He'd wiad to tharry ber and
she wouldn't have him. Jchany: knew -
the girl, so he slugs this liar w ng.umt
the wall. He gos down n.ftr,rphm

and Johony bears him to it. - Say, he just

natcher’lly pounds this feller’s head- nears

1} off hcmre we pu]li:-d them upnrt.
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- Daring this’recital- Benard; the district

ttorney, “had been~quiterfidgety. -He
was a nice little .foor-eyed man from’

pish.

" Did we come In here to swap stories,

: Mr,- Thompson, or to make out a bond
- - for yop2® - ¥

Wildcat cocked a contemplative eye on
him. - There was a compelling note in
his voice, . : Z

“ Neither, Mr. Benard. This is a
court of last resort, from whose decision
there -will be no appeal, sitting to hear

. Unevidence against the man whao treach-
. crously murdered John Lyons—and tried

o get Dan Hurley lynched for iL
“Don't crowd the mourners; that's

--only the preamble. Hasno't it ever oe-

curred to yoo that there are men in the
valley whose character would fit that
kind of a niurder much better than H 1r-
ley’s? 1 admit rhat Hurley took the
road 1o his home yesterday instead of one
thot led 10 somewheres where he didnt
_want to g+; bat that by itself ain't con-
clwive evidence of his guilt; he often
mavels that read. I Le had really killed
Lyons, he wouldn't 've ridden on through
that lans to advertise himself as the mur-
derer. Would yen?

“That ke did go on is the strongest
evidence of his innocence. [[ vou had
-done the Eillin' you would've lit ou:
proate and-let suspicion fall en <ame cns
else.  That is just what the murderer
dil.  And Danny is the one oa whoem
suspicion fell—or was thrown
~*"Is he to be hung becanse he had a
forty-five? ['ve got one; why not indict
me? You'll find my maunderings bave a -

: ‘purpose. 1 am’ presenting the evidence

that it's your business to hunt up. See

_ that you give it attention. It will be a

plain case. Like Columbus's celebrated

" stuntd- with the e2g and the New World,

it's easy after some ooe thows you how.

- You all kecp it in your mind that
this man slandered the girl and had a
scare against Johnny. Think of him as

-~ Mr. X. for. the present. _ 1Ml write his.

name oa this piece of paper, fold it, and

" YVesterdsy & ceitain persan took-the
-trouble 'to” explain ‘exactly the reasons .

_> down.East who ware flannels and played -
..':lawn_-r.:qnh.‘ He represented w- in “the
-, - Legislature—about a5~ accurately” as a
- Maltese kitten would rcpresent a den of
~~< mountain'lions. - He spake op some snap-

‘ame girl the ‘Arizona man had slane~

_dy mostly tells his Rod about any lit-

and, ax you're wot used to

Danny had -for killin' Lyons. He in-
sinuated things, against - Dan's promise 2.
wife. Cdriously. enough, this was. the =

dered. - Foamy heard this lar lie, " over="
in the Gadsden. ‘Write down - the lars- "
name, Foamy."” - - == s 2T
I obeyed, a great light breaking uwpen ™ |
me. We bung on his words with breath— ',
less interest pow, swept on by the inten- = -
sity of his resolute purpose. ~ Vet his- . 1 8
fext remark seemed an irrelevant digres- - ¢ S0

sion. . 3
“The cnle boniness i corices: o
There's @ deal o' branding of mavericks™ -~ &

that ain’t mavericks, being no -mare
than- long-ear - ten-montks-oids. ~"Bar - . .
somz o' the boys is that flliterate "twonld

surprite you what they overleok i the
way o' misstatements jotted down en a
helfer's west side. And a company wad-

erary lapses that-a-way, mebbe, n s <55 -
where an absent-minded party cools off - - = =
hix iron cn his neighbor’s staf too fre- © ¢ - -
quent, : o et

“ Then the foreman uses his Jodg- - o
ment about rroortin’ the incident to the
ex-owner. If he dees mebbe the -
juree makes a reogh-house; metbe he
lets it go to square off for one he swofe
yosterday or two he aims t0 et to-mor- - 1o
Tow. ST

“ But really, Mr. Thompson” pro-
tested  Benmard, “this is most vomsnal
and anprecedented. Youw are a prisgner,
and you sy you want bail -This s no
time to discuss the habiss and cmytoms.
of cow-men. Their vagaries mav. by in- -z
teresting—rto those who like that sort - - o=
of thing—but this is scarcely the time -
and place for such a lecture. T have gn -
appointment at nine, and my time s
valuable” ' =

“Oh that's all right, Mr., Bemard™
responded Wildeat geaially; “ jost sic
sull.”

Sdll talking, he walked over and
stopped the clock, Benard regarding him - -8
in stupefied fascination. = S >

“All “this bears on the case of The e -
People cerrur Jobn Doe. . Just keep your =~
shirt on.  You've been promoted from -
district attorney- to‘cne of the people, = L

T a
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3¢ cattlemen’ feel “about . the “cow-steal-
i ing’ business. " You've been driving - the

“-harrow; - want
=looks 1o’ the toad.
... "“The point’ I want ‘to make tlear to
the: Jury is this: that-the waddies aln’t
o Special shocked by plain unornamental
. cow-stealing,” with no fril's attached, but
_when “an. old-timer registers o squeal
~there must have been -extra-coarse work,
s or.else some personal feeling.
="My idea Is that Johony came to
* Las Uvas for some such reason, "stead
7~ of golug to Danton, - ;

..« "' Speaking of cow-stealing, Jasé, you
© was called ‘away yzsterday to look into
"> I -the killln' of ons of Old Man Kerr's

- critters, wasn't you, in the hills where
= “the' trail
7 Danton?™
T ““Tally, boMi times,” safd the sheriff.
.- " You must have killed it yourself, or

. else'you're a good guesser. I didn’t tell
= 7yow, and my informant insisted on se-

gos from Broad Cafdon to

. ""Neither one.. 1 just sort of felt
7 4t Now, the next thing is to find oumt
;1 who had it in‘for Old Man Kerr. Cole,
‘. 'did any of your bog-pullers or boaque
- - men mention that some one had been pat-
/- ting decorations on Ker's calves other
“othan ‘K E R, under halfcrop and left,
~sharp the right? " '
Y Yes; Sum and Hiram bLoth told me
" they - judged the old man was clhang-
. ing his brand.”
. o=~ Steve pushed the paper over to him.
el ' Give Mr. Brown the name of Mz
" Kerr's silent partner,
™ Now, caballeros del jurade, we have
.~ a definite starting-point. Some one had
< been stealing K E R calves in Green-
. i-horn Bosque; some ‘one killed a K E R
. -Yyerlin' day before yesterday, on the
- trail  Johnny- Lyons' was taking, and
* ‘about the time he was due there.
= " Most likely the man who plucked
- the mavericks also gathered the beef,
.. That's reasonable. = Most any one would
. turn'a cow. for Old Man Kerr. No one
- ever bothered - his stock till this man
- .got_to working-on it. lately. _But after
T.E‘]‘ﬁg'_ﬂw'b'cd he 'left | ="
ly - skinned,” interrupted . the

e
I
W

) your special fnstruétion and benefit. -
5 _-_-_Ett!’l.{!.u_:ipon_int that you should know how.

you to know how ft-

'cause Kerr might (suspect’ him?) ‘His— - -

.anyhaw, and he started in hers to ‘notify %

“Just so. Seen; somebody, - likely.” - '’

Cowboys is awful superstitious that-a- . © o]
way. ~They go~out fer'meat, see,some = -
one on the sky line, think it's a sign:of -~ .-~ * -beef-
bad luck, and just dorup. their ropes and 5 ~ -bis i
go back, cy are so st in their hab- some
its. . Why, I've known men who could L him
skin beef like an artist by starlight, - mect
but by day used a kina[n'-knife like :
an §x. . = Hurl
i " There are two ways of thinkin' and could
shootin' revolvers.. One is hand-to-hip, decid
click-click-bang. You don't aim nor ach
nothin', but your bullet or your thought other
goes home as easy and certain as a car- -
rier-pigeon.  And you can't tell any- | him.
body bow to do it. Either you can or that
you can't, that's all. T bring
" The other way is slower, and mebbe ; talk «
suter.  You look at' the thermometer, N Tt w
get the distance by wiangulation, allow e, mind
for windage, altitude, and the pumber e | vestig
of drinks under your belt, hold your e fi s “1
breath, mke a long sight, and let go. T 3. <= . kpnowm
That's the army siyle of shooting, the Lo must
logical style of thinking, and it's mighty o derer
good. ['ve seen some dead-center ball's- = - lin' L
eves done that way. Me, T like smap- = he w
shootin', = = + o', a
" When Foamy first told me about 3 cnce
Johnnv cashin’ in I suspects Mr. X, yearli
wunst of Arizony, right of [ knows = Suspct
all these things I've .told yom, some -~ "but a
more 1I'm going to tell you, and then P = .. John:
some. I thinks of 'em all at once— = it - “1
or, rather, feels 'em, just as you know ° of-the
the sun is shinin' without lookin' ar it s case.
" Now, I'm going to try and tell you. . T ~~—he's
how my conclusions abont Mr. X ar- rheur
rived at me. Keep in your mind thar Dante
Lyons and Mr. X was crosswise since - < Sten

Tombstone, and likewise what Frank'
John calls the shockin' state of the caw- .
boys' immorals on the burnin’ question :
of a man's exclusive ownership of his | "
WD property.

" The beef-killer- sees Johnny ‘in the .
middle distance, and he makes a sneak:y X
{qhnn‘; comes down, sées the cow was o HL=
» E°R, and has a pretty good ides who=

: - = judge
done it; anyway.  He's ‘been workin' — v = Cthe e
Greenborn Bosque himself, and he's.mad’ © = = their

‘cause the killin' was done-gon his range;-
heart was bad at the man he misdonbted,

the sherifl. .
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= -beef-killer watched Johnny start, guessed

meeting with Hurley. Jf he had any

--grudge against Hutley—if, for instance,

Hurley was going to marry the girl he
couldn't get himself—then that mectin’
decided him to Lill Johnny. Here was
a chance to kill ¢ enemy and get an-
other hanged for it.

" After the murder, his nerve failed
him. The facts were so plain to him
that he felt sure .Hurley's trial would
bring the crime to light. Then cam# the
talk of lynchin'. If Hurley was mobbed,

" it would be less exertion for the public

mind to assume that he was guilty. 1In-
vestigation would bz stopped.

" But the sheriff &f Dona lnez was
Lkoown to be hard to shoe behind. He
must be got out of the way. If the mur-
derer gave information about the year-
lin' layin" half skinned where he left it
he would have a clear field for a lynch-
in', and it would account for his pres-
ence in town. If he sald nothing, the
yearlin' would be found, he wounld be

: suspecled of killin' it, and then it wm

“but a step to connecting him with killin'
Johony. -
" José Benavides, we want the name

- of-the man who put you on 1o the beef

case. [ dida't It wasn't Old Man Kerr
-—he's -in bed with the exclamatory
rheumatism, and his two boys are at the
Danton work  Write down his name"
Steve tumned o Bert Spring,
" Bert," ho said, " you are my enemy.

~ But I believe you're an honest man—

thick-headed, narrow, prejudiced, easily

- led—Dbut for all that 2 man that wants
“to do right. Who egged on and led that

mob last night? " _
=" I"ll write you his name,” said Dert
! Dut—I—Mr. Thompson—I have mis-

- - judged you all along. Cant we bury
~_-the hetchet? " Steve wrung his hand,
. their eyes met frankly, and an old feud
‘. was ended- - '

*One. more_ point,"’: resumed Steve,

killér, Johnny's marderer, and the man

law was on his side for o minute.

“ S0, 1 thought I'd-let him have a-.
chance to give himself away. Of course, :
[ didn't suppose the Dundee boys would ' - =:
[ never "=

let him actvally shoot at me.

dreamed they would be so prompt to =

uphold the law, Why, I was really in —

danger. Suppose one of their bullets . -

had glanced?

" And [ didn't think Joe woald shmt E

me—duty or no duty—me ridin’ slow and™ =

meditative that-a-way. Bri—some one.
shot my hat ofi. [ don™ think it was
you boys. Did you see who it was, Mr.
Benard? " ! =
The district atteroey wrote and folded .
the paper, with bands that gembled. -~
Wildcat shuved it over to Mr: Brown.

" Shufde and deal, judge. Face up. -H

The money is all in. Bobtail’s are no
geod in a show-down, The cards must-
all be green to win”

Silence. i

"1 And,” said the jodgd with grave
deliberation, “* that on each of these slips °
is written- the game name, that of——"

He pawsed

" Searchlight Wilson!" -
The sheriff roused up.

" Make out the warrant, judge, and -4

we'll all swear to it Mr. Thampson,
allow me to congratulate you™

When the general hand-shaking was -

over Steve spoke up again, -
“ Will you let me serve that warrant,
Joe? You folks are all satisfied that

With a sigh” of relj=f
five men completed his sentence— ©

this man is guilty of murder most - fonl - °

But if 1 step over there where Wilsan®

is drinkin’ and braggin' how he made:-

Steve Thempson weaken, and if T just
mention, casual-like, to nobody in par-
ticular, ' I arrest von for the murder of
John Lyons, then what happens? =~ ..

" There's fifty men there, say. Farty--
nine of ‘them don't ‘do nothin'; one of
them. pulls his_gun.  That's his dyin’:

- .

- My last play didn't turn out according  confession, signed .and -sealed: by his' - 4
& to-specifications. ; [ didn't want to get . guilty. and unsleeping - conscience. = We " <

shot none—my life ain't insured. "I fig-_can give' dut part of the facts, but. Mise
“gut’ that 1o ane would risk bringin'~ ‘Brandoa's . pame  needn't “appear, s
S A B I e L : R T

=10 Snat ems L

&n he misdoubted, -

in here to-notily %
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. won't. be bandied about Ly'all the foul-
- mouthed blackguards in the cdunty.”.

- Benard rose indignantly. “ Redlly,
<, thifls too much.- “This passes all bounds.”
(2 My dear-slr, do you realizs that you are
_proposing - to. six c!tizens, including
. ‘three officlals sworn to enforce the law,
- -to_ become your - accomplices, accessory
+  before.the fact to a foreplanned mur-

-‘_|d’u? LS ot . -

2" Mr.Benard, suppose your wile were
¢ In"Miss' Brandon's place? "

= +'If you take the law into your own
) hands,” -the other broke in, *how are
_ you ‘any. better than the Iynchers? As

. ta: Miss Dranden, it is very unfortunate.
= We may be oblé¢ to convict Wilson with-
;out bringing in her name® And at any
© mate, i T understand you correctly, she

Is to marry Hurley, and not youp "

= Wildeat’s eyes narrowed to pin-points.
: ‘He. reached out a sinewy hand, Jerked
+ "/ -Benard to him, wined his fingers In the
" legal woat-lapels, and began shaking him.
= " Your understanding is all right, Mr.
** Benard.. Discretion is what you lack

- mastly.. Can you see no diflerence be-
* T~ tweeh a hundred. masked cosards going

'infﬁw dark to mob one man, locked up
- and. un rmed "—a shake for emphasis—
" ond one armed man going in broad day
* - torarrest another armed man in 3 crowd
“of “his friends and backers? " .
-‘Here he batted the legislator's head
against ~the wall to assist his mental
“vision.” “If he don't resist, there'll be
-7 - no shooting; if he does, there'll be no
= murder. Can't you sew that- Wilson s a
"o 7 .desperate man and will resist arrest in
' any case? All [ propesc is to arrange it

~ = “so thet his resistance will be an open and
“' -palpable  confessiwn that no one will
L oZquestion. I will not have Elsie Bran-

' don's name -dragged throngh the miud.
" Even if you was to catch Wilson napping
o, and get him without a fight, he is vile

. yefigugh to get up and swear her good
.. name away for revenge.

~» " To prevent that, it will be necessary
-~ 'for some ane to shoot him “in open court
.+ cand be subsequently hanged, which might
= be Inconvenient. - The question is; are
. “you golng®to voluntarily help me to pro-
“itect_ s pure and innocent girl, or am [
“going to- haye.to use violence on you?d "

'-A.m%l,}gc Jammed the luckless .ofcial
snn a chair, s PEPE tary.

b
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ifloated to us, clear, serene, angd -unhur-
_ried. - s T : -

Benard caught his breath. To hislast- - <=
ing credit be jt recorded that he forgot ° -
his rufiled dignily in view of the greater 3
{ssues involved, and there has been-a
warm spot in my heart for the little man A =
cver siiice.  No, he was not influenced T
by Wildcat's threatened violence. [ have - P
secn a good many men scared. Benard : '
was not scared. He was awakened from - -

a lifelong dream, to realize that hard-
and-fast rules do not cover all the con-
tingencies of life. @ ; »

1 was wrong,” be said. * It has been
long agreed that there are worse evils
than death. You have shown me that :
there are things infinitely worse than . T
the taking of life. I agree to this man's ’
death and wili share the responsibility- :
with you, here or hereafter ™

" Steve," said Cole saftly, ** hadn't you i X
better let me and the sheriff go over. there > ; N
with yosu? [ understand, all right, that - =~
it has come to a show-down Detweea . '
yvou and Wilson, hut we'd better hold- R | : =
herd for vou.”

Wildcat grinned.  ** They won't for- r
get that Bonnie Dundee is 10 Teckon with,

That's why 1 sent Foamy to bring them.

No friend of mine will interfere. This ~ Al r
s the Judgment of Battle, You all et 5 1
needn't look so solemn.  This is oot my - i 1 ]'i th
Gay for dying. So 1 won't say * Lood- e m
by," only * Excuse me one moment’ "™ S ll! = M
As he went out in the hallway Benard, - -1 ' tr.
the mild, refined, and palished, went inhg ; o r :
the cadjoining room. opened a drawer, ! ; - R
took from a daimiy box a maest chegant - ‘! ~ le
pearl-handled gun, and thrust it into his - < g
cuat.  All of  which contrary to the = i h .
statute made and provided and the peace B th
and dignity of the Territory. .7 = A 1 o= s
[n that brief interval his- civilization S : 1
had {allen from him as a garment. [t S :, s
Was 3 pnimitive man, ferce-eyed and N =l
gray-faced, that joined us at the window g B | = el fr
—a DBorderer, eager, confident, unhesi- : o Eov LM
tant, who watched his leader go to doub- T ' & b
ful combar, ready alike to cheer his vies oo 0l bl

tory er to avenge his fall. Benard was SR
no longer an alien. i =
Steve crossed over to the Gadsden 3
Purchas: and stepped in. There was a
confused murmur, followed by a silence
through which we heard the beating of
our own hearts. Then' Steve's volce

-—
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e s : e A pane shivered in ‘the door und fell - not turning his head. He: looked -up™

a - " Z_'tmklm “to .the- sidewalk. = at the sun' under: his*: crpEI:l pﬂ.Im, AW

e Then Wildcat - Thompson stood framed us’standing at. lhe wmdow, a.nd cnl]aL

ed {1 in"the. doorway, calm,- inscrutable, his to me: r ST

e “back ‘turned cnntempluously ‘to the foes ' Start the clonL, I‘oamyl 'I'];l_c_- case 1.

rd ; : belnnd hu:n. I-Ie put up his gun delib- is closed!"” s MR
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1at % 3 ) By O. B. DuBuiu.

an .

n's o

ity .2 = yet we seemed to be paying our housuhald 13

T a man finds out his bills. %mel;gw that blessed little wife ;‘._

o 3 g, s “of mine could stretch a ten-dollar bill.

Te = wife is a real ]c:wc.l be is until it “covered ffty dul!m worth uf

at A apt to feel like paste himself. ot expenses: - _._

eui i e e e Matters came to a focus, howevcr, m:u:

d- = i et 2 : - morning in December. . : ﬂ'-:
Eil.o% Y name is Raymond, Henry J.  Jessie (that's Mrs. Raymond) and I :

- 02 Raymond, and I um a stock- had been to a reception at the club the: = -

h. i broker by profession. night before.  Ye gods! but she sparklcd‘- ShY

m. You probably remember the like a cut-glass chandelier. And there

1is rise of G. R. Q. in nincteen-two. Well, I was going to the city the next morning

11l % I was one of the tight little sticks in- with just thirty-two cents in my pocket. "=

ny .~ e '~ 7 the hnancial kite at that time, and I got I was in the smoker when the 1dea 3

d~ S s : mine. . I am-going to be perfectly frank. came to mt.. . <
“.. -~ My hat-size increascd dircctly after this “I'1 steal Jessie's dmmonrl nccklace

d . %7~ transaction. said-1, and the next minute I called m\y-

tg ) 3 3 I began to buy diamonds for Mrs. self thc worst names you “could m:m.gme.

T, 24 Raymond, and never stopped until I had = * Never,” smd I. " No, sirg nat {n

nt- i it loaded that clever little lady with gems million years.”

\is - S galore. 1 even bought them for my - DBut then I hnppened to tth that 1t :

he - wife's sister. The day [ pgave Mrs. R. would only be a tempomr}r steal, a_ sort . 1

ce the diamond necklace, I gave one to her of ‘on memnrandum tmnsactmn to Vi

-y W b . . |





