" shot -from that _direction:
”- - afterward Dan Hurley came:out of
.~ the.-lane! and - pa.ued ‘through. Los
Ra.m:hoa on t.he way to hls homo in -

‘ thres o'dock a half-dozen
i of the-Mexican: boys: saddled up and-
- .gtarted to>Las Uvas to play. pelote.

erﬂl.

T fonnd thnt no' one’ hnd ent.ered‘tha
~ lane. that’ afternoon acept Hurlq

-,.\7mnonrmmu}m'.
g -T ‘two.: in " -the nftemoon.

cthe T-Tumble-T, loped

ol = through the:little Mexican
uttlanentotlmmnchoadel(zrm’

- and turned eastward into the three-

~mile lane which'léd’ through the:al-
o falfa- ﬁclds to Las Uvu, the county- » freshly.
: : _had ﬂredatahnwk, wlnch hchnd

seat.
A llttle lnter tho Mexicnms heard o
Shortly

On the way they met Johnny’s horse,

"' and at-the crossing of ‘the lane and
., the old river-bed. theyionnd J ohnny. ‘
o -,-'qulto ' deid—ahot “from behind.”. -

"Within an homuaﬂm' the! aln.nn

. 'was given: ‘half the popnlnco of Las
“. Uvas were at the scene’of the mur-’
der. - A’ coroner’u ‘jury. was-impan- ‘-
eled, ‘and’, <on. mmlnatlon itx was

& '?'.'\ 5

=

;"Johnny  Lyons,’ foreman -of -

4from
‘Johnny hnd Jeft .tha ' Broad Canyon ~
“camp - after' brcakfnst, intendlng to

and ‘the ‘dead 'man.’ :
Hurley was ' sent’ for and ques-
tioned.”- He said he had met Lyons

'just west “of; the * river-bed;

spoken to hiin, buthadnotlﬁopped“'
had. heard the'shot,: but thought
nothing of it. In his gun,'a 45, was
found - an 'empty.. shell; lppu'entb
fired. ‘I‘his, Hurley sajd," he

missed:
Upon the sumhon of “Search

. light” Wilson, erstwhile deputy sher-
" iff and- a-two-gun: man, -a’ thorough -
“séarch ' was made, and the fatnl bul-

lct was found.: It was a 46." Rt o
Hurley stoutly pmtutnd his en- .
tire innocence. But things ‘looked

_black for him,. and the: jury: proxnpb- =T

ly. fonnd that Lyons came to'his

_death at his hands.- He was put in-

durance nnd hls requcst for hnil

.-demed.

That: njgbt, Clark Hurst came in
the- river.” “He-gald: that -

go to tho Dinmond A‘ rouud-np at b

'; =2 G
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' Dunbon

help "Tom Hnll throw cadem, and soon the long, stngglmz

back, ‘He was ummed. and took. malin street was thronged with knots

“-.only;j;one . horse, cxpecting ‘to_ride

nnddn.stenafe.ndbdaﬁms,the

1 'some’ of Tom's mounts. - Hurst sald - snpptmed fervor ' of whose elo-
/ that he could not imagine what had_ ‘quence  was like the hum of angry
mndahlmcomoh‘toLuUmm-beu.Caupicuouintbabnning

Btﬁld. s '

Dnm*Hurlewaru {eared : nnd dla- Johnnig the

were Searchlight, Levi, Slick
TanEyc:mora.xndthe

- :llked in Las Uvas. . Perhaps he was Galifornia Column. -

themoatunpopnhrmninthevi-
- ¢inity. © I' ‘am” aware. that this is
~ high pnise, -but’

inzaahlght,aqnnremm.

To any one fawiliar with - New.

Maleo, the conjunction of these por-

he' deserved it, be- teontous names formed an acrostic
: . which spelled ‘trouble. For these

“'Ho'had’ made himself particular-' vaere thaludmdthepoﬁﬂczlmx

: ly obdoxious tor
~ circles' by

in'fighting ‘against. the. peraecnﬂon,
through oomplalunt courts,-of polit-
ical -and . personal enemies of “the

ring.” =~ He was one of ‘the first reb-
eh aninst the tyranny and oppres--.
“sion* of-'the New Mexican office-
ni ~holders, 'who. held um.uestioned sway -

forth!rtywem thitternr-‘-

-"casm - lud ‘eut deepl.v, and- his ene- -
mln, (mfor revenge, NOwW had
 ~thelxcoveted opportunity. . : .\ :.
i Surchllght pointed out that Lyons
*_had been a persistent: wooer (of Miss
“Elsle{~Brandon, rnow annged to
“marry Hurley." Jealouay was a suf-
“flcient and probable motive for the
3 mnrder. and from- that mnment tho
tide,sct anlnst::tho prisoner. .

7 X gather that: there.was: no; just
mn ‘found in Sodom and: .Gomorrah.
Therein._hy one of the differences..
between those cities and Las Uvas.

'Far the sheriff of Dofia -Ines, “José
Bamvidu. was a jnst man-and was
- fearless, beloved.and! irespected of all
factions. He! wa3s_well educated, of
nn old and, honorable family, and'it -
“was’ 'known - that he would “stand
. without. being tled.” So Dma foe.s
_made. no move that, nlgbl. »

eégrl- ang. political- ~that Tuled’ the County:of

‘exorbitant and: wlthmimnhnnd—-juhln
_unequal’ tantion, by -merciless and . professional .
= convincing exposure of  graft, and. .whlch‘ at

thh

prejudiced :Pablo - against ‘mob-law,
the more s0 since his’ father had
beenentimlyguﬂtlasofthaaim

imputed to him, but as the lstter had -
‘been deac: for soma weeks before his

innocence was pmved his exonera-
tion ' must have given him compara-
txvely little satisfaction.

» Pablo’s voice carried much weizhh »

~ for he was | viewed with superstitious

awabythepdminhhmpaab
as a snake-charmer. - He would han-
dle the most' vicious rattlers -with

impunlty. &n art and mystery ha had
. learned during ‘a-five-years’ sojourn -

‘Bntlin ‘thé moming Joaﬁ was ! amonzthaNaworaho,dherths

cal!ed away:to, invmt.lpto a beef kill-

"'—‘

_death' of the: elder ‘Wiggins it was

ing aml' tb:ullnz mno abova Pas- noﬁced thntnsurprialng number of

)

-



()

hld Jynched - him. . Tha:

.- spointed o acute: lmd-pohonlngll tuef‘f :
- wounds  being: innthblyuamade ‘by: as . (

.\ 46-120480- 'ballet'” that just: fitted

-Pabla's gun. : Aféer; seven~had: been -
- killed, (it ' excited ' some: :remark; -in.

e i’nct, it ‘was. solely. :on' this w:ount

.- that: Pablo: thought(beut to. make hls
- visitito the Navajos" conntry

:~He was a ;formidablg - lccmion,

,but as; it wns:mnnd—up .time . the - val
'other local pillara of vour. strength’. -
“were all Abunt:rFar Doﬂnlnu was.
divided: in" twp: bitterly: conhendmg*

‘lacﬁonn,;cnned, :for the;sake. of /eon- -
venience,  /Democrats : »and:: ‘Republi-
- cans, but being, in reality, stockmen |
; nndth.eirallltz, on'one hand, and’on
the other, ‘the “lnw-to-order"fplrty
comprialng- jpretty muech ‘8Very.-.one-
else, and headed ' by the! eourb-honse
g‘angandtheirhenchmen. T i

- Our efforts: were met with increas-
ing. hostillty as it: bmma apparent
that we stood alone, our: épponents!

attitudes chnnging from mere in- .~

civility and surliness to ominous” po- -
* liteness. , My nmdety ‘and | di.smny
grew hour by hour.”

. Then it was that I, became aware -

2 of Wildcat Thompson in gala attire.
riding “his top - horse Jauntily - ddwm
the street and replying ‘to the' hun<
dred =frowning faces:.bent . dnrkly
upon him with the swootest and most

endearing of smiles.;
- .His' progress 'was.- devloml foriat
every feverish group’ old. Jngndor‘
ghied in affected . alarm. Az he
bounded ' sidewise Wildcat's: supple
body. flowed in'soft, sinuous. curves:
“as he unconsciously’ adapted himselt'
to the erratic motion.” - s

. The long: eagle-bill taptdcma, tho
apoum ‘fringed gauntlets, thesad-
dle-strings and gay’ neckarchlef float- -
ing out'behind him gs he came; ‘the
lithe ﬂgure, polsed lightly . ns - a
hawk; the 'smooth,
brown. eagar, joyoua, ‘the . upllftad

3 t 3 IAE o lww mmm ‘..:):‘ﬁ; >
delthn oeaxrred in the mwdﬂﬂ!lt‘-' ead

oval Tage, Berry-" . | Sy
Steve. “How’a thlt?"ﬂ.t_ 3, i .’;‘, %

A“ Tyt [ T Ay g

Ot)«dlmbd:itthfthomn,thh
= 'thnonelmutdedredhuc
'raved, - :, resourceful, ‘daring—ome
whmcoolmdenltmtmmhd
. become , &' ‘proverb—in ‘this  emer -
gency his ;prestige would<be:as in-
unhlemxllyuthomnhimult.
thaledhim:wyunﬂyinbotha'Ho-
tel: Yturbide, ’and ordered dinner. "

“Friend Whlh.*lohuneaeer-‘

tamnlnofperhmbaﬁonmdmut,

-as it were,” said Thompson, | dnwin:

ol! his gloves. . .*“The natives. seem to
“have=hay. on their horns. : Is ‘there

nnyspeclnlbedevﬂmentonhmd?.

~Lots of good people are reeking. with-
nnimoexty ‘Why 80 hostilet™ ' .-
Xy indlcated the hoverinx wa.iter to
hlm, and.then when that_
mmm lmd the dtuahon bdom

“And “Hurley's. just - enxued
your - chum. Elsig,” . 1. eandndad.
“Stove. we mnst buy a atu.k md:it
in‘ .

wenring his best poker face. -
"What's the defense, . Foamy?" he
aakod. “Cm'thepmennnliblor
aomethmz?" ¥
-In'my’ eagerneu I hn.d dwalt moro
on:my fears ofamob-x{nngthnnon
the’evidence. !'This 1 recounted.=— Y|
* “They were. good and-carefalto

('/

S S

_Steve dmpped hia' napkin mped
ior it.under the ‘table, and. umernd A

.

mnkonownrhlktillaftm“.loeldt. ‘

And some that /didn’t want a lynels

-ing “went " home" and’.crawled : undar

tho bed, setting an. ab(urdly hlzh
value on thair lives:="Unly: for Pahlo
Wigglm:othe lnuko-chnmar tln,pot
.would. have' bolled {over ‘before: Diye
reckon ‘you and me: and h!m%

‘stand ‘em’ off mow?’ * Rl AN
“Snnke-chamcr?" v
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* o0 T told him. Mrauonﬁii.i'éx ‘overtook:him (andput-my’ and -
‘ties In that line. To'my consterna-- bn'hlqaho;ildqg«‘ R raE AL T R

tion, this’ seemed .to distract hisiat- - - *Why, Stave,”:L said; “you. surely
- tention entirely from Hurley’s plight.. un'woing %&ylemt old’Hurley:up'*
-~ “You don't mean to tell me that hie', against’sjt- like  this;{ /are’ you:il

catches and handles live rattlers? - 'tlibuxht'M'd:M" in’ with modor
~he said ‘Tmihom‘ShomG:Clty. ﬂlfﬂo‘chum’ngah. it not for *
' Missoury. -Funny- I never  heard Dnmw'n‘rlnd~ mlne.a She'q ~been’. -
about it till ‘this yery. now. Sw. I mlghty.zxoodrtbyou. Whr?wlmn I
see - him 'standing -on-.the corner, :: saw yonxeomlnz"lnthonzhtncod ‘Al- -
~ didn't-mean-no-harm, in front of the . mighty 'd. taken s hand sure. Yon.
Gadsden Purchase, as I .came by..I'm ain'tigoing’; to!cntfontftrpg; ,us in u :
goin’ to make a drag for him..- Let.’s tlght, fAre youl’? i s it 4

organize him and sublet him to par- .mWﬂdabtnEi'xed: an upreaslonlms.’ '

. ties affficted with D. T.", '5.‘;{‘ Ny nnlntaruﬁul face to.me.” 5 s 0y

. .- And he arose and ?m: hls 54!Gawd,", he repeated.- "If..Gswd' :

~:pombrero,” i L0 43 got‘any Interests’in Lu Uvu, he’d’
.“As_we went up’the stree ‘;‘tb tha Wmt"‘i 0N

Gadsden Ptirdnu I kept up a:-run- . < Amased, ; indfunnt, stunned I_-»_
- ing fire 6 remonstrance; ‘but’ Steve mt oit-ikeiside 'door; alammlng ]
- had his mind set on’investigating the - ~it behind me"in’an "lgony of. dlsap.-__f_-
snakecharming industry forthwith: . pointment, disgust and'despair. |
© At the Gadsden Purchass Search-’ - I had leaned jupon”a. broken\'eed s
light was vehemently” haran g : and ithldpleroed*my hxnd.'~"'~': |
crowd around the har." = - ~ Steve had falled me.” ' Whom' could
= %r:n’.‘nm ly,dsrﬁnz Imhuxtmln -rterth-th T
~s masty glanes at Steve, sy We. /= s st a s iaslien |-
-threaded our :_lriy-'throuzh the jam.. : CHAPTERII ot

f )
‘v . l\"l

ARTioes va ‘resumed ih normal >
8 ten ot W 'scms upéct of ‘alumbeérots calm,
~ double-dealing, and-him bein’- scairt - o= =1 began to. hopo"that'the

to tackle Johnnie like a man, why, he. - axitationhadanded in-talk.” Steve. .
waylays him and shoots him in.the . ‘and:Pablo were nowhere to’ be‘aeenn .
back-like a dog. Now- he thinks- his: 5o I went to the-jail:to consult with' .
money’ll buy him ML'M'I bo -Hnrloy, but: m’r@tnud ;admission, -
good_for him, I say! Here's :bad. My intention had been'to. ask. him: i,
cess to him. - Drink hearty[™ :- -, - he didn’t think.it well-for me to go

1 got my back to the wall at this, "to the Bar Cross’ round-up, up;the
thinking Steve would not stand for river, and-get some of tho Dundee..
the sfur on Elsle: Brandon. . It was :peelers.to como down md night-hnrd
she who had iaken him lnhl.ndxnd  the jall.",

.~ But uppur:lmuy the holtheads hnd

: : AnyWAY;:: msonedr
nnuihnmm,!dmlﬂﬁﬂn it li)onl d make a break it would
k‘pn.,__Bnt:nqvhamqthnmp -most 1] cely: be thnt night;xand*tho



jaﬂ.'l'hamenmmed.dubiom,vhb-
pering.

Smndhhxz drwped qnieﬂytmn
no'hmablﬂlnbthowtuﬁ

circle -=-a" whip; apparently. - It
'aqninn.ed l.nd cniled. B-l-l-l-ul

4
A F

ralnforcementa eould not nrrive in
ﬁme. moreover, .it. seemed . probable

- ‘that :Las : Uvas | ‘had . expended  too
m'much ‘enthusiasm on' the’ gabfest to
hlwlnyleftforalynchlng-bee. ).
1 -*7But when; at'supper;" I ‘received'a

pm{ng invihtlon to'a social fune-
- tlon, my"alarm-went to-ninety in - -

~“the’ shade.: /I had léarned. with pain

“to “fear the’ Greeks’bearing-

= " Such™~ tmwonted ~cordiality ' seemed
e portentoualy Jike'a’ deviee to g'et me
- -out of ‘the ,way .

v 1letf my ‘meal’ ~nd- hnrrled down:_
to the jaﬂ.“In tho deep shadows’of-
-~the giant ‘cottonwoods bordering’ the .-
plnzn T ran,;plump- into a.crowd of-

‘men silently wniting for'me. In a

moment I was “seized, manhandled'

‘disarmed.. Then they let me up, and

- 1 felt 4 chilly circle pming jut ‘be-;-

h‘lndmyear

. “Be’ plenty qniet, youl” remarked

‘ themnnbehlndthegun."
1 was. ‘

“Lead . him oul: into 'the. mrught,j

' two.of. you boyn, and let's see who he
5 i

Thny came out. shtmdmdormore
grim , forms, all :masked. I would
- haye lspoken, ‘but_the man hofdlnz

J m_vsrmatruckmelntheface.

. "Ob, it'q you, is {t7.. I thought 80.._
~along, you:two. "If he
- cheeps, put out-his light. . Where's
tho rope? ‘Al right. - Quiet. now [~
" Stealthily, we filed across the plaza’
and; collected In the shadow of the
My face was bleeding:

Bring

courthounse.
profusely,whare I had ‘been' struck,

“my - heart. pounding- ‘at.. ‘my ‘ribs.

Overhead, ‘a .mocking-bird ‘sang:-the
‘song’ of-lifo insistently, clear,. full- -

<., “pouse’ for a ropl,y SR T
“Oh, yu,nnolhert.hlng Ityonzo :

up in the courthouse you will .Lom= "
-mand, onr,poaltion. ‘That wﬂl

" throated, - “éxultant. - And" Danny
yonder,’ l[atcnlnz, ‘dreaming. -

At the corner. next ‘the. jan thqy»‘f
halted, perplexed-and apprehenaive.

. From ‘the upper story of ‘the. court-
“housé“a’ light strearhed down’ npon

_thon:mwpathwgy!eadmgto

Thcblood ﬂlhmt

. thrilled - through a M ‘sllence. -
'gifts. Thelynchenhnddledtogdher :

ering - and ' breathless.. My-
chﬂledthhunmsonlngt:nwthe
hn.lrprickledonmhud.

Anothe ‘dropped - clou b u."

,B-z-z-z—z-z-zl B-z-z-z—z! i} e

Foramomentwepndinfendnl
{nscination. with

only
was to induee you to come’
light, 80 we :can see
I've got a Wl.nchutar

to: you presently.: It did to
itiaonlyfdrtotdlyou t_



"._ {ﬁ'li hpp. T35 e s T ﬁq.} nnd.uullxthe.boy_l.")‘ndp&l[meeditl

& gﬁfi\m an-allujnlﬂy nd of They're: up.. beyond -Toroco, Jsames
reourthouss ~ - whared:'on tho flat."  Thesd:whipped:

Jang ,,déll,q‘rm_tnd i8<wo % ‘curs-are:liable(to’ be ‘troublesome ati

Afte {anyhow.-1f I should :: long-range target practise ‘bout day-

: «lnb that box &' few times; L am - Ughts i n6 . 1f cap .,

vince ﬂn:o it; would oewion i Alliright.” T yelled ; “I’ll- be.back-

“o

Bme.t < S5 0Tk, x 'Maxican’trlen@nurbnnddinﬁva
;‘f‘..g“hnv’ nld. caumdanoa Tha minutes .. had, rstarted. . Scattering.
. lynching. E dereby. adjourned. . You -shots told-that theslege “of the jail
“lynch” any” one?. ;onn? Why .you - ‘had_begun, but.above the uproar. [ *
' cowardly,  'sneaking,- backhlﬂ,pg. mrﬂ Sfeve chandnz in. Yy, de-
S ce.“.'.'\x'7°' e : :__

“Adnl‘mhl Op tht do!
This mxwnin'lii; .~ i e

. "1, Adal. Adal. Open that do'l-
] i : Tl < I'ﬂ_rzam At vd tohtr-to'
2 :’ngn if,‘;don'tbe 80 obtuse:. Can't’ . |
:J%Qh"!"_ hint? 'Go homa! Hnnd I rode hnrd But. the campnre nt ~
-'em oﬁt}ti.fw,anblol"-"-%' ‘ thn ~Wagon - had died -down,, and it
: ’Alnnko ea’hie'uﬂlnx thi'ough the . 'was nearly-one béfore I ;{ound it I
n!zht and wrapped neatly around the' wake -Cole and~ ‘told him ' the' essen-
thmmm jonsmy ‘right.! "I “tials. Every. one had. 2 nizht-hom
,h;v-nl\np t.thought:that-was  how staked”nnd*sgddled and there wns
“hiey came to: letme /go. | He' pawed® no-deldy”-* © 121 #%
'M,‘ at'his head’ ﬁ«he rhn, screech' John g =8 ,funlly man,
mm;::;qm.s omemgrg- L“‘ was”left 'm* chnrge,”with the ‘four
scared.: -7 L1 77" men’on guard” and the 'd; -herders.
Wnﬂﬁ‘wmﬁ ‘whistling . over Oui" I The steay-menselécted ::em Ross;
“heads‘most neighborly.’ Flﬂﬂh and of Hermosa; ' Calhoun, for" Cuchillo’
blood couldn’t stand it ¥l Nem.r’Banrquu and’“Pink”. Mur-
'lhal'mob executédb;mretromd,c m. of the 'John Cross:outfit;: Lon!
¢, cursin ",!’ib g scrum‘ berts; ‘of' the - Bar//\W; mnd Bert-
lii‘ﬁnmnx mnhhoun “Siich, . Mossman‘ of ‘the"Bar ‘A, Bar: ~The®
wmpléﬁahsrmbﬂy purpose - 8. -.Dundee ‘men’ were saven—Cole,: Dal- -

- rarely’ seen:Withal, tHere" was ‘no’ las)‘Frank.Hill, ‘Hiram( Yoast-and-~
- formalityi'" THose’ ‘that didn’t’ hit thn‘ . Summerdord; of the Bar Cross, with : .
ph went/through- the. fence; and!" Martin and, Fostar,: of; the: 7- T X—

m, t stumbled ‘or were' knocked "’thirteen resolute:and competent.mm.

dbwnfirm‘h-amplod underfoot. - ~There:were not:guns-enough at the

*Inthe’ confiision 1" got ‘away '~ and ~wagon /for': all, ‘ but - we rtopped::at

, " ran fo- 'the porth &ide of the plazai’ . -Summerford's’ shnck :md got enongh'
' “Stevel Oh; Steve!™ T - shouted:: to Al outl s S AR
WMLLM? It's:me, Fo[my ~At four : we clnttared through :

~Wﬁlh."18hlll I come to you?" | * Dofia Inesz; and as dawn.streaked the !
-, #Um=—no—not " unlesa you've: got _east with:violet-and gold: turned into =
- pa'It*'uLwﬂlb. I ‘wouldn't;!’ :sald i the.Alameda and.heard thedistant -
&1 “Ym’d 'huttur‘ pnll’u yom:, popplu ot ,dﬂea ;t tha ja!l nW(*
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~ 'The Las Uvas. meny did: nbt mlt

s '~tot.udur:rnrinl.uibutawndnb ‘and'

2 Pablo‘md'. ‘ugiwhere the courthouss -
‘gate h& been: Pablo:wore’ a“zrin.,,
out-on both’sides ot his

. mouth//like" a'umuhche,:but Stave's .
neu. imtha m d;wn, wu hng-.-;-

"Good :mlwnln !" md Summer-__

el

)

.nec‘k.

Q yon 8017 -
: "Foamy, ‘heah. He al]owed yuh :

ford %'“We heah'syuh've'done qult‘

\the Bar Croas for a now outﬂé?"

*Why, no, I hnvan't. Who told

114. _.,

-;wu NOW: rvpmentin’ for the  Old

Man.". And herjerked a thumh aky-.

‘ ward.

' “Ohl” Wﬂrlcat ﬂunhed. “Not ex-

“actly. *‘But “He''didn't" have' no’one

here, and’ I thought ‘{t’ would  be

; nelghborly to" help Him out some.”

: tnhonn on’. snakes?" inqn!red Cole- v ""

lookin* :for "ém ' with “forked
' yesterday cvenin’ )” he saidi - *Mister
Steve,- lie! paid”’em two!’dollars;.a -
snake and a'dollar apleceon'the slde
-whether-they: found any’ or not.’" \

“Can you give ‘us tho ‘Intest quo-

munuy leanic:g(om On hls homa"
Aol ; i

“Pablo’ giggled. " A

“] had’ all the muﬂuwhoa 5 town‘

“Snakes is up,”sald Hiram. . -
“#0h; my money don’t cost mé any- .

'thlng—l work: for -it,” explained:

" Steve. I _didn't "get:but.six, any-

‘way. That wasall.a: bluff about‘hav-*

ing thae;plaza: stocked up with 'em.":

3“Lot:'aallgolnnnd aeo Danny
I' de- TR D s

' ‘Hello;. Fommz. that yon'! Feellng
any, better?/;'Danny? Oh, he's.gone.l
Tarned ‘him looae last night at dark:
and . hit” him with the; bridle-reins.:

k{ Gone. ;I was lyin! for the moral ef-'

foct of it nbout hlm beln'shera wlth
n nhotm e

‘Wby‘uyou old. fool. .,you," said"
Tom Bou, “do.you mean to. tcll Jme:*

e
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2 il rsenlyivaratin it
.were. none {

molstl oL, mke us"
a!mld. :

~'The' lnndlnrd of tho Ytnrhide’

‘white-faced: and: ynervous, and I no-

ticed that he'fought mighty. shy- of:
- Pablo. ;, That. gave me an idea. -'He'
was anxummnlly large man, so had:

‘been the man who had ‘mashed: my-:

face in the plaza.’ There was a‘'long
llmberquirtonBoanzﬁnsuddle.r
and  I'slipped’ it.in when:the land-
lord wasn't looking. I:~atched my’
chance andsnrtol\tossed it! Yound
his neck from:behind. - Holltintho‘.

-middlu -of‘the: table. :yelllns light-
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£ o don't m what mn.de j Bﬂmmwhtt'l-hm
h’m dﬂ‘mt-\ b ,".J" , _j;um ,ouawﬂ"And( 5;:' M'M md --
UINMmMerior &Pﬂnﬂlx
llently, ‘@olemnly kicked him:over:to ;. that's'a. :
{Then i'we' took. turns till *we - He'll do tn,t_lgo ulunz 5 Ho.fonght»
kicked him' out.the: front:door. 'Sum * Pablo. and~me like s tiger.;, Wish,
~'m¢,’the} bell - mgd Vordqed m “now I'd! *him, ‘but I.didn't
ey dﬁh’a«* Y B ARG know, and, of course; it wouldn't do.
/By the time W em&mm‘hed after he’got his.mad ‘up.: Tell ‘him.
intm number of citizens, had nth- I'm aorry, will you?” =& . 1
% ered in-front oﬂhe hotel, 'where our” . :“Hurley owes you a heavy. debt,”
" horses Were standing. : “EL 5 -3+ “observed:the sheriff drylx. “Where
-.-“:“Well. «»Thompgon,” uid Cole.,mho‘r” 2 er i A g
,.:l}mg tha: outﬁt, Whic.h any; do *Hurley?"; sald - Steve amlly :
wmke(dﬂ 3 K _“Oh,hlm?Whyhe’sinMaim.l
f-‘ “Guess' we'llgomund to the, stahle "guess.. ntl
 and put the harses up. *No, hold np.~_ :“The aherm ﬂnnheq and.drew back.
hp’g}wgﬂﬂr“&"}u~ HER :“You let . him-; run_ awnyt” ho'
- % wasindeed thé-sheriff ccming * queried sharply.
" up;the, street in'company’ with .the ' .“Run away!- I had- to drive lnm
~district™ lttorney,‘.Bmwn, R0 i P.,—v' _away. .. He didn’t want to go a little
Smhught, and mar.] othem.. oo | B - Felt ‘hurt" bemnse I wonldn‘t
|, Joe walked up to Steve- and ‘held ,Iethimstayforthelynchln'" &
out his- h;:ul "+ ':The sheriff spoke “gravely. "Shuve,
.- “Mr. Thompoon hesaiﬂenrnest- I know. you too well ‘to doubt that -
le, ?‘youhlveaonemeazmtaerv ".you had good Teasons, but -this-is a
- “ice, and T thank ‘youfor it.” X never - serions* matter.”~You. surely Xnow..
¥ dr_quned of 'an’ attempt ‘at lynchfng.-“thnt it is my dﬂtw to nrrst }'00—'-
r-gotbuku!uuDoﬂaIna,md,'myswom duty.”. LB T
_‘heard} tha’ bays: ‘when they came = '"“Why, - sure, sherin‘" mented
~ithrough; and' so I'came on:down." Steve -cordially., 1*That's  all. right...
‘He. Ioubd u-ound ‘at-the Test'of us. ' You go.on -and’ do ‘your duty.  It's-.
© “L:know:you'are ‘all ‘sensible men; . what I expect: ' Me, I'm guin’.to dis-
* and 'will:take pains 7ibt to ‘provoke:a’ perse to my- several plmeg oLabode.w

E

oollhlan.L- May 1 aak you, as.a favor,' Adja, Al P2 G 3
\m\d"“‘“ ‘onithls trip?” > . Ho lfted his relns nd rode uowly :
"‘Bnre;'k Oole.,"‘l never 'did’ uptha atreet.” 5 il pns

eiro 1o smokéTin=a! powﬁer-honse.'" o Joaé’s voice’ nng ont in o nneer— -
m-hermungiedmrﬁmainthe “tain‘tones. “I call on all good-citi-
mm ‘of Cal's horse and:looked up at- - -zéns:to help me arrest that man!” -
-Burve, hughlng “Say, Wildat, can't’ ~It"was Lon that:showed us: the &
I gct your bndo to (round.up yonr’ way out.” He spurred up,  drawing-
 rattleénakes? ::The - women-fo)ka am 'his six-shooter. : You, , Thompson! -
n 'l}ystarla"' 00yt ool Halt K- Halt T say!” ‘And - he fired+
Bgmwell round| Tem' up.’i Tharo twice—into the barber-pole.” .We fol="
wasn't 80 many.. -Pablo'll - take- ‘em/. lowed. suit, peppering ‘the 'barber-:-
vny ‘back on’the sand hills:and turn~ polo and hay-scales impartially, = '~
-’emJoose’ on pn.role. /It wouldn't‘be- - It ‘was like'a 'dream’ Wildcat-rode -
~just  right “to. kill em-f-i;vonld It;- on at a snall’s pace; and we followed "

DO ’,... «-’- 1€ himJnt the same sednte and oolemn
4 ,,"By Gebrnl I.plmnb‘forgobyonx snit, lprendlnml out’‘as ' we -rode;




g'raveb' ahjuring him betWecm vol-
1.ys to surrender.” -
Tkeéy - Lowensbun ’denler 1n bad

" street:-. He went in the-store to seo
~ about somuthing, leaving his hat- We
concentrated our fire on'that, and in

~geconds - even Ikey won]d hnve sold ™~

it ‘at cost,
Aehotmmotrombehindun. e
Wildeat's ' hat - sprang  from ' his
head, spun round and fell. ‘Dundec
whirled-as one man. « Behind us a
- - dozen townsmen' were madly  strug-
~ gling to disarm tha one who'-had
,ﬂred lestaworaethlngbemnthein
" Wildeat rode easily back:to us,.his
hmds high above his head, the sun-
light- in- his ; summy hair. -°I . stared,
but this time L did not. doubt. P X
- “All right, Joe—I give up,” ho

said ' pleasantly to the puzzled sher-

1& “Bec.kon I can give bail 7’ . .

- 4] . guess "Come’ into Judga_
Brown's and we’ll fix it up. .Oh, put
down your hands, you sllly donkey!”.

“Yoaboynhadbetternottnkea 2]

gnooze yet,” said Steve.  “‘Put up tho
horses and sort of keop your eye on
the indlcator. Cole, you and Foamy.
come with us. You come, too, Bert.”.

. This last-to Bert Spring, h.is hercdl- :

‘tary foe.
We followcd silently.

'CHAPTER I
WILD J’UBTICE : ;
N the oﬂice, Wlldeat seated hlm-«

- self on a  table, ‘clasped ‘his.

hands over his knee, and sur-
- _Veyed us amiably.

“Your ‘deal, Tonompson,” anid Joe,
when the silence became awkward,
“] judge you “have somothing up
your sleeve.”

Steve answered drenmlly e

“Poor old Johnny! I knew ' “him’
. when he first came here from Can-
ads and hadn't got out his civiliza~
tion- papers yet. “Don’t know . exact-

WALUUAL “MUCOEDIANAD, oy 5 . - -

_ ly whem ho did oomeimm— wa;- up-i |
‘somewhercs so' far::North the'" sun ..
- never -went :down till- after dark.. -
clothm and good money, ‘had . beent: .

~us- curiously:' down : the"

-] ' remember :once -him: and- mer
were.in Tombstone together and he-

. got into.a’fuss: ). Theré was a.low-'_
idownakunkthere—-aImUvasman
—and he makes a blackgnard -talk -

about a girl——a Las Uvas girl.- He'd

-tried to marry her and she. wouldn’t:

have him. Johnny. knew. the girl, s0.
hesluguthinllnrupngnlnstthewnu

‘He -goes .down after  his gun, and

Johnny, beata’ him to:it, Say, he just
natcher’lly pounds this. feller's:head

-nearly off. haforo Wwe pn]Jed them

apart.”.

Dnring thls .recita.l Benard the
distrlct ‘attorney, had :been  quite
fidgoty. ..Ho was :n . nice little four-
ayed man from down East who wore

' flannels and played.lawn-tennis. “He'

represented us: in the ‘Legislature—
about as accurately as a Malteso kit-. -
ten: would represent a den_of: 1N0in-
tain llona. He spoke up some snnp— -
plah, = . 5 ?
“Did: we. Acoma m hero to. swap

_gtories, -Mr. - Thompson, or: to mnke

out.a bond for you?".
Wildeat cocked -a contemplutlve, :
eyo-on him. .There was a. combell—'
ing note.in his voice. L
“Ne]ther, Mr. Benard: - This is a-
court of Inst resort, from whose de-"

~ . cision: there will ‘be no.appeal,’ sit-"

ting tohenr the evidence-against the’
man '-who- treacherously murdered:
John Lyons—and tried to get Dan

"Hurley lynched for'it. -

-Don't crowd the mournors; thnt’ :
only the preamble.’ Hasn't xt aver.
oceurred to you -that there are men’
in'the valley whose character would
fit that kind of a‘murder much ‘bet-

. ter .than" Hurley’s? I admit "that .

Hurley took the” road" to. his- home
yestorday ‘instead of one-that Ied to_
somowhores where he didn't"want: to~
go; but'that by itself-ain't conclusive.-
ov‘.dcm:o of hln gullt ho often
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Mzcduidhﬂhcdmm-
ity that aiy mavericka, being Do
nore Sras eag-ear tes-momita-olds.
Zat somue o the boyz s teat [liter-

n.a heifer’si west alde. -

~ And d-b@mpn’ny;mddy ‘mostly tells”
his Rod.about:any: literary lapses .

ate: ‘twould : surprise you what-they -
overoo_l:in1.!143wm,"oxnilmtlt.lnimnt:'~

that-a-way, mebbe, in cases where'an. '

absent-minded . party ccools off hln
fron on his. naghbor’a stnﬂ too :fre-
qnmL-~ pith

“The.n the {oreman uses h:s Judg-
~ ment about , Teportin’_ the.incident-to
‘the ex-owner. :If he does, mebbe tae
. injuree’ makes a rough-house; mebbe
heletutgotoaqnmoffforonaha

stnleyesterday ortwohaa.lmsto-

- getitomarrow.” < ) (o

““But really," Mr Thompson," pro- .

tated Benard,: “this is most unusual
and unpreeedentnd Yon are o pris-

. oner, and you''zsay ‘you want bail.

This is no time to discuss tla habits
" and customs of cow-men. “Their -va-
garies may' be'interestipg—to  those
who like that sort of thing—but this
is scarcely the time-and -place for
‘such a lecture. " 1 have an- appoint-
ment. at ‘nine, and my tune is valu-
able.”: . -

, “Oh. that's all right, Mz, Banard :
responded Wﬂdcat g'enlnlly *Just aitl

StiI] talking, he' wnlked over nnd
- stopped the.clock, Benard regarding’
him in stupefled fascination. -~

“All this bears on the case of The .

'People versus John Doe. Just keep

your shirt on. You've been . pro- .

moted from ‘district attorney to one
of the people, and, as you're not used-

toit,allthisbforyourmednl In- -

- struction and benefit, It's important
that you should know how the cattle-
men feel about the cow-stealing busi-
ness, You'ye been driving the har-

‘" row; Imtyoutoknotvhmiit

looks to the toad.

Tho Dot T wasit 1o; maks: clede -
to the jury is this: that the waddles ’

ain’t special shocked by plain un-
ormamental cow-stealing, ‘with, no.
frills attached, butwhenanold-



. timer" reglstem a squenl there- must
~ have been extra-coarse work or e]se

- _some, personal-feeling, .

. ;' My jdeais. that Johnmr camo to
-‘Lu ‘Uvas for soma such reason,
stead of goinx to Danton. ‘|, -
,'_.“Speaklng -of ; cow—etenling Josn!
. you was ‘called- away yesterday. to

- lock. into the_killin of ‘one .of Old .

~. Man: Kerr’s ‘cri , wasn't. you, in
- the. hills where e. trail goes from
Brond Canyon.to-Danton?” '~

ifI.'r
- self, or olseyourengoodguesscr
-I didn’t  tell you, and my_ informzmt
in.dsted on’ 'secrecy.”’ ~: -
-1 “Neither one. 1 ‘Just sort of falt
1t. ‘Now, the next thing is to find -
out who hnd it'in for Old Man Kerr.
Cole, aid' nny of: your' bog-pullara or
bosquo men mention that' some ono
had “been putting decorations on
Kerr’s calves other than'K E'R, un-
der. half—crop nnd left, almrp ‘the
Tight? -~ 0%

“ “Yes; Sum nnd Hlmm ‘both told
. .me they ‘judged the old mnn was
changing -his“brand.” ~ = =~

Steve pnahed the" puper over bo
him. . “Give Mr. BrOWn the nnme of
Mr. Karr’s gilent’ pnrtner
= "Now, caballoros. del 3urado we
hnve a definite starting-point. Some
one had been stealing K E R calves

“You. must-have killed .it, your-

" . in—. Greenhorn: Boaque, BOmMO OO,

- kﬂled aKE R yearl.ln' day before
yesterday, on the trail Johnny Lyons
-was tnlnng and’ about the time he
was, due there.

“Most likely the. man who. plucked
‘the mavericks also gathered tho beef.
That's renwnnble. Most any ono
would turn a cow for Old.Man Kerr.
No.one ever bothered his Bstock till
this man got to working on it lately.
_ But_after killing the ‘beel’ ho, left,

it "o, ,
“Pa.rtly aklnned " interrnpted the
. sheriff,:
“Just. 80. s&n somebody llkely.

Wl-xhubﬁl WIH'ZSM 1‘5

"’l‘ally, bOth tlmesg" said the ahar- >

il

ra 4 ‘-‘_':‘-‘. r

-

Cowhoya is awful supenﬂtions thgg-
-a-way. . . They go- out -for meat; see

.,80mo. one on the aky line, think lt’s
-a sign, of bad, luck, . and just do'up - -
" ‘thelr ropes and go back. - They are
.80 set' in, their habits. ‘Why, I've =~

known men ;who could skin: beef like
an artist by starlight, but by dnt
~nsed- & skinnin’-knife like an ax.. - °
“There are two ways of thinkin
and.shootin’ revolvers. One is hand-
to-hip,  click-click-bang. . You .don’t"
aim mor nothin’, but your bullet or
your thought goes home as ‘easy and
certain~as  a , carrjer-pigeon. And -
you czmt tell nnybody how to do_it.
;Eintha. yoO can. or yoa cnnt, that’s
“The ot.her way 13 alower, and _
mebbe surer.. You'look at. the ther- -
mometer, gef ‘the. distance by. -
nngulnt'lon, “allow. for windnga alb--
tude, and the number of drinks un-
der your belt, hold your breath, take
a long sight, and let go. That’s the .
army style of shooting, the_logical
style of thinking, .and it's: “mighty -
I've scen: some dead-cenfer. _
bull’'s-cyes done t,hnt mLy Me, I

like snap-shootin',’

“When Foamy ﬁrst told me abouk
Jobnny cashin’ in, I mspects Mr. X,
wunst of ‘Arizony, right off: I knows- '
‘all* these' things I've told you, somse -
mora I'm going to tell you, and then
some. I thinks.of ’em all'at once—
or, rather, feels . em, just as yom
know ' the. sun is shinin’ mthout

" lookin’ at it

“Now, I'm going fo try .ond tell
you how my conclusions about Mr. X -
arrived at me. Keep in your mind

‘that Lyons and Mr. X was crosswise

since Tombstone, and likewlse what
Frank John calls the shockin® state -
of the cowboy's. immorals ‘on 'the’.
burnin’ question of a. ‘man’s exclusive-
ownership of his own property.” |
“The beef-killer ’ sees,  Johnny. . m
the middle distance, nnd ho- makes a

'ancnk. .Tohnny comeu down, seea thn"' -



\ oV
‘\

-‘self," and-"he's ~'mad ™ 'cause’” Kerr
'.,mlght suspect’him. ''His" heart was
‘bad ‘at the' man he: ‘misdoubted, any-
“rhow, and- he stnrted in here to notIIy
tha sheriff. !
: “Now,\l'd atnko my llfe—l hnvo
- staked: my H!Hn the “theory.-that -
'the beef-killer: watched ‘Johnny start,
‘guessed his intentions, outrode’him,
- ‘passed him' somewheres ont of sight.
ud waylnld"hlm 'in’the “old 'river-
. ‘hed. - He saw the meeting with Hur-.
. “ley.“ If he had-any grudge against
Hurley-—if for’ instance; Hurley was
_going to marry. the girl. he couldn’t’
- 'get, himself—then: that . meetin’ de-
clded ‘him to kdll Johnny ‘Here was
2 a chnnce\ to kill-one enemy a.nd get
, n.n the:‘hnnned fornL~~~f:i»
""TuAfter “the murder, his” nerve
failed him.  The facts were’ 80 plain-
“'to ‘him that he felf sure Hurley’s
.trial wou]d brmg the crime’to light.
" Then cameé the talk. of lynchin’.' J{ °
Hnﬂqy was mobbed, it would be leas
: exertion for the “public”mind" to ‘as-
'—‘mme that he was guilty. " Invest:lgn-
- ton wonld be stopped.
“Butihe nheri!! ‘of Dafia- Inez wns
known to be hard to shoe behind.
: Hemnstbegotovtoftheway It -
the murderer gave information about
. the . yearlin' “layin’ ‘half " ‘skinned -
- where he’ ‘left it he_ would have a_
clear field for a Jynchln and ' it
- would - ‘account_for. his  présence in
" town. _If - he -maid ‘nothing, - the
ywlln’ would be found, he would be
of killin’ it, and then-it

'.:rubuta step to. connecting hlm .

- with killin’ Johnny. -
© MJosk Bennvides, we want tho
mme of the man who. put’ you onto’
~'the beef cass. I'didn’t. It wasn't
Old Man Km——-he’s in bed with the.
. "' rheunatism,  and ‘his -
_two boys’ are at the Danton wcrk'.
Wxifadmhlsnnme. ELa

'?.‘eowwasnKER andhnanpreti:y
-~good idee who-done it anyway.'He’s
“‘been workln' Greenharn Bosque him- .

~ Y ry - o

Sﬁeve‘tm'ned bu Bcrt- Bprmg

©“Bert," --he “gaid, “you ‘are: my
enemy.. But I believe you're an‘hon-
est. man—tlﬂck-headed,narrow, pmj- 35
“.udiced, easily:led=—but for all that a
mnnthntwnntatodorlght. Who -
egged--on “and - led thntfmob last
nlght‘t” EHSIAS
: “I'll wnte -you his nnme." u.id
“Bert. - “But—I]—MTr. °  Thompson—1
“have misjudged you all along Can't
we bury the hatchet?”."Steve rung

‘his hand, thelr eyes met fmnk]y,
‘an old feud was ended. - :

"One more point," “cosumed’ Steve.
“My last play: didn’t turn ou’traccon.L

“Ing to spedﬁcntions Ididn't ‘want

.to, get shot none—my. life. -ain’t -in-

‘sured. - T. ﬁgured ‘out: that - no one

wou]driskbrlngm onageneralhnb-

‘Hle without: some powerful .motive.

* ‘But if Mr. X, the beef-killer, John-
ny’s murderer. and.the man who led
last night's entertainment,” were one
and the same, then he might-try to
‘square acconnta with me while the
law-was_on his sido for'a minnte. -

“So, 1 thought I'd Jet 'him _.ave a
chnnco to ‘give hnms'elf away. Of

course, ‘1 °didn't suppose_the Dundes

boys. would let. him. actually_shoot at

‘me. I never dreamed they would be

‘80 prompt to uphold- the law.'. Why
I was reully in danger: Suppose one
of their bullets had glanced? :

; “And 1 didn't think Joe would--
ghoot - me—duty or no duty—-me
‘ridin' slow- and - meditativa -that-a-
‘way. ' But—some " one "shot my-hat. -
~off. I don't think it was you boys.
.Did  you " seco who it wns, M.r
Benard?” .

- The district. nttorney wrote tmd
. foldad - the pnper Wlth hnnds thnt
trembled.

Wildéat ahoved it over to Mr
Bmwm “Shuffle and 'deal, Judge.
Face up.. The money is all in. Bob-
tails are no ‘good In 'a’ show—dpwn
Thecnrdamustnllbogreentowin." ‘

Sllcnce. T8 e G7 an :

J -
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i § ﬂnd," uid tho judge, -with, ,undemtnnd you cor,roctly aho ia"to

grave delibention, "thnt on-each of.
: .tl:mealipsuwnttenthanmennme,\

BN e

Hr.pansed. Withaalghofreheb
-~ five -men- completed” his’ senfenee—-
_#Searchlight Wilson ™ -~ =7 i
The sheriff-ronsed up. - :-"—.v'—:’-r
"Ma.kaoutthewnrmnt.jndge nnd
we'll all swear to it. - “Mr. 'l‘hcmpson,
aﬂawmeboconzmmlateyon.
. "When the genernl hnﬂd-ahnkmz
WRS OVeT, Steve.spoké up-again.
: "meouletmeaervethatwab
n.nt. Joe? You folks are all satis--
ﬁedthatthlsmmisguﬂtyofmur-

der -most foul” But'if I step:over. .

there where Wilson is drinkin’ and
~ braggin’ how he made Steve "Thomp--
son weaken, and if I just mentlon,
casual-like,” tr- nobody in particulgr,
‘T arrest yca for the murde-of John -
Lyam, then whnthnppens? i
" “There's fifty- men - there, 84y.
Forty-nine of them don’t do nothin’;
one of them pulls his gun. That’s his .
dyin’ confession, signed and ° sealed
by his guilty and - unsleeping’ con- .
aamWecangiveoutpnrtofthe
facts, but Miss Brandon's -name
. needn't appear, and won't be. bandied
about by all the foul-mouthed. bleck-
guards in the county.”
Benard.rose indignantly. “Beal{‘yli

aceomplices, #ccessory: before - the
fact to & foreplanned murder?”.
- *}r, PBepard, suppose your wifo !
meianuBrandona place?”
“J4 you- take the law Into your .

myoum?betterthantho
7 As to Miss-Brandon, it is’.
very unfortunate. Wemayboable
vict . Wilson without bringing
pame. Andntanymte,iLI

”~

E

Es‘
E‘ﬁ

bands” the other broké. in,”

marry. Hmdoy,‘and not yon'l” A S

-Wildcat's |eyeax wmwed tn ‘pin=r -

points*: Ho). reached | out:/a: ninewy,.“.",‘
_de jerked-‘Benard' to him;:twined:

his : fingers - in'the ‘legal eoat-lspe.ls

iand begmshakinghjm.

-~ “Your undarstandmg ‘s’ nll right,

" Mr, Benard. +' Dlscretion is wnat you'. -

tat

: - lack mostly. - Can xyou sea. nr{ differ- .
-ence betweéen a hundred masked cOW-_ -
‘ards going’ in ‘the dark: to' mob -one

- man,"locked” up and unarmed”—a-
shnlm*tor emphn.sia-— and one armed -
‘man’ going”in"'broad "day to: arrest -

-anothér armed: man in ‘a crowd of -

hls friends’ and backera?" I
“Hero he batted’’ the” leﬁanra ]
heud*ngalnstthewnlltomiathls
mwental vision. - “If he" don't resisl,
there’ll ‘be o ; shootin'g' “if - he’ doc:.
there'll - 'be" no murder Cnnt yon :

seo_that Wilson iz a- desperate man -

and will' rwist "arrest in any-cnse‘r
AT proposo is to nrrnngait so that -
his, reslstnnco will 'be' nn ‘open and. _
‘palpable oonfossxon ‘that no one’ will ™~

- question. 2 & will ‘not have- Elsie

Brandon's: nnmo “dragged: through the
mud.. BEven if you:was'to ‘catch Wit-

-gon napping and get him: without B

ﬁght, he is'vile cnough to 'get up- nnd
swear ' her good nnmo away . for r!:-
venge. -

~ “To prevent umt, it will be neces-

.aary for some ono to, ahoot himin -

open - court -and .be'- subsequently. .

- hanged, which might be inconvenient. ~
* The question is, are you going to vol- -

untarily “help-me -to- protect a pure

and -innocent. girl, or am I going o

hnve to use violence on you?": . - P
*And he jammed- tho Iucklcss oﬁi—--

+ “clal down in'a clialr.

Henard cabght his breath.. To. wia i

mung credit be. it récordedithat he’

forgot his rumcd dignity in. view of -
the  grenter 'issues, involyed,’ nnd ‘
there has been a warm' spot in- my.“
heart for the littlofmnn over alnee.
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" nurd =asmot scared. -He '‘was awak-

T was wrong,” he said.,

thh,you. “here -or hereafterl"" o

“St‘V&,"' B&ld CQIO BOfﬂy, “h&dﬂ'

-“*'“you betterletmeandthoahenﬂgo

- over there ‘with.you?- I understand,
anrizht.thatithas corue to o show-

"-‘down_between you:and Wilso:, but

- we’_dbe‘:l‘zthold herdioryou"'-

3 only-'Excuso me one moment.”.”

| Wildeat | gtinned. ““They ~wonc

B forgef _fnat, Bonnle Dundee is. to

- reckon . with. ‘That’s . why 1 .sent’

—_—Fe camy io bring them. ;No friend of.
2 _'miizwininberfem. TThis’ is" 'the"
’.JndmentofBattle. You all needn’t .
look 80’ solemn. - Thisisnotmydny‘

for dying.. -S6 I won't say ‘Good-by," -
- As he went ont in- the: Tallway -

Bennrd the mﬂd, refined, and. pol--

ished, went jnto the’ ndjommgrrpom,

'opened a drawer, took from ‘4 dainty =
- box a most elcgnnt pearl-hnnded

-

" under’ his open ' pal
ing-at the window,:and- called to me: -

WILDGAT Rbrur:swm

Nc. >he w\not mnuenoed by Wﬂd— :
cat's thmben«l .violence. -1 “have
"SeEm & :ood many men:scared: -Be- -

g'un,nndthmstitinbohlscoat. All -

of which .contrary to' ‘the st.atute~-
~'mnde” and -provided ‘and ' the: peaoe
-7 and-dignity of the. Territory.

" encd-from' a Jifélong: dream to real-
-.ize that hard-and-fast rules ‘do’ not’
_ cover all “the:contingencies: of ‘life:i .
C I hns
been Iong -agreed -that there - are:
- 'worse’. avils - than-death.” You | have:
* ~.ghown me; that them nre things in-
finitely: worse’ than“the takinga {1
life.' I agree ‘to. this’ man's- d.nth.,
and ﬂwill share . _the -responsibility -

-In-that (brief: interval this dviliza

tionhad:tallenﬁomhhnasagar— ‘

ment.. It “was' a: _primitive :-man,"

fierce-eyed - . and | gray-faced, - that-
'joined us: at. the window—a . Bor- "

‘derer, eager, : confident, - ‘unhesitant, -
who watched ‘his leader go to doubt-. .

ﬁﬂoombat.rcndynlfkrtochmrhis '

victory.ar: to avenge his fall. Bennrd
was 1o, longer an-alien.. -

Stove crossed’ ‘over to tho Gadsden
Purchase and stcpped 1n.. There was
a - confosed- mnrmur, followed by a
gilence’ through which we heard the
bentmg of our .Oown. hearts. Then
Steve's™ 'volice: floated to us, dear,

. serene, and miliuri'ied

'1"70 ‘shots’” ‘rang out together .

‘A’ pane’ “ghivered -in the door nnd
fell Aingling" to-the" sidewalk. ' -

~Then” Wlldcat Thompson - sbood
Immed ‘in :the - doorway, calm, in-
scrubnble, -his back turned contemp-
tuously-to thé foes behind him. "He
put ‘up-his- gun delibemtely and let

" - the>door swing to;" -stlll -not turning.

his ‘head: -He looked up at the sun-
pafm. gaw us stand-’

AStart” the - clock,~ Foamyl Tho

cnselscloscdl”"'



